
March 10, 2021 

OPPOSED to TSMV ASPs ... Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-06 

Dear Canmore Municipal Clerk, Mayor Borrowman and Councillors: 

Thank you for the opportunity for the public to voice their concerns about this vitally important 
issue. 

I am writing to express my opposition to the development proposals from Three Sisters 
Mountain Village, and the associated Area Structure Plans. 

This is not just a "Canmore" issue. This development proposal is a Canadian issue, an 
Indigenous truth and reconciliation issue, and an issue of international importance. 

This is a historic moment. Canmore Council has a rare and very important opportunity here to 
do the right thing: REJECT these Area Structure Plans, and go further -- permanently reject the 
idea of using unique, fragile, and undermined mountain land to double the size of the Town of 
Canmore. 

You have heard arguments in favour this development -- "we need more housing," we need 
"affordable housing," we need to accommodate "Alberta's growing population," the land in 
question is not "perfectly pristine," etc. etc.  We must build a new town here because -- well, 
why? Because a lot of people think it would be nice to live here. 

Don't be misled or seduced by such arguments. 

Canmore's future does not depend on doubling the size of the Town. Council is not obliged to 
permit new housing, or new affordable housing, or new businesses in this valley simply because 
people would like it. Of course people want to be here -- it is beautiful. But is it the Town's 
responsibility to make that happen? No, it is not. 

Mr. Mayor and Councillors, you have a very easy decision -- you have the power and the legal 
right to say No to these proposals. (Yes, you have a responsibility to give these ASPs their due 
process -- but:) you are not obliged to approve them, in any form, even though the developers 
have invested money and time in crafting a proposal. That is a normal business risk they choose 
to take. 

Council also has the responsibility -- better viewed as an opportunity and a privilege -- to make 
a historic, visionary decision to say No to an extremely flawed proposal in favour of upholding 
the interests and the needs of Canmore's existing community values, of vulnerable wildlife in 
the era of the Sixth Extinction, and of Indigenous peoples in the era of truth and reconciliation 
in Canada. 



In addition to their legal and procedural flaws, which have been well documented in other 
submissions, the proposals to develop this land, and their ASPs are outdated -- given what we 
have learned about the world in the past 30 years -- and therefore make no sense in 2021 and 
beyond. 

Looking at the big picture, here are key reasons why Council should reject the current 
development proposals, as well as any future development of Three Sisters and Smith Creek in 
any form: 

 The ASPs conflict with several legal documents that guide the Town's actions, including 
the Municipal Development Plan, conservation wildlands zoning, and several bylaws. 
These laws and bylaws exist to protect Canmore's small-town character, quality of life, 
and to meet the goal of coexisting with wildlife.  

 The proposal to build on undermined land and the attendant problems with liability -- 
this is a physical and financial risk to anyone who purchases a property on these 
undermined lands. The risk of collapse and underground fires are too great. There is 
plenty of documentation about this that has already been provided. 

 Climate change and the very real risk of future water shortages. Why has there STILL 
been no cumulative-impact study of the TSMV proposed developments?   

 Wildlife long-distance travel leads directly to wildlife long-term survival. Listen to 
current science -- listen to the biologists. Many reports have covered this ground. 
Canada's wildlife need adequate room to travel -- or you will create a situation with 
more human-wildlife conflict and more deaths. Look ahead 100 years -- what is more 
important here? Do you want your great-grandchildren to enjoy this valley, and have 
clean water, and grizzly bears? Or is a private enclave of houses for a handful of people 
a better use of that land? 

I believe Town Council was elected to uphold its foundational plans and bylaws. 

Equally important, or more so -- I believe Council must listen to Canmore residents, who by and 
large have a commitment to community; an understanding of this valley and a love for its 
environment; a deep connection to wildlife, and a commitment to coexisting with wildlife that 
is rare, and special in the world. Very, very few communities like Canmore exist. It is worth 
protecting and affirming the Canmore community's special commitment to wildlife, for all 
Canadians, and indeed, as an important model for the world at this crucial time on the planet. 

Finally, in the spirit of truth and reconciliation: After seeing the presentations on March 9 from 
four representatives of Stoney Nakoda First Nations, in opposition to the TSMV development 
proposals, it is clear that Canmore Council must give serious consideration to the concerns of 
the Indigenous peoples of Treaty 7. 

The concerns expressed by representatives of the three bands -- that the land in question holds 
great meaning for the Stoney Nakoda, and that they have not been consulted about these 
proposed developments -- are an overarching reason to reject the current proposals and ASPs, 



and to embark on a meaningful consultation with our Indigenous neighbours about the future 
of these landscapes that are so important to so many (human and non-human). 

It is clearly time for a new, community-led "visioning" process for Canmore that builds on 
"Mining the Future." It could involve First Nations, and result in innovative ideas about how the 
Town could enhance life for all beings in the Bow Valley in the long term. 

Please, councillors -- have courage. Be forward-thinking; be visionaries; look 7 generations 
down the road, and imagine 300 years down the road -- how will history judge you? Do you 
want to take this pivotal moment in history to support a single land speculator?  

Please, to protect the quality of life and economic well-being of this community; out of respect 
for the Indigenous peoples who have asked you to press "Pause;" and for the future of Canada's 
mountain wildlife that only YOU can protect -- do the right thing and reject these Area 
Structure Plans, in their entirety and permanently.  

Sincerely, 
Christie McLaren 


