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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Haley Milko 
Thursday, March 4, 2021 9:30 PM
Shared.MunicipalClerk
Patrick Mair
Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-06 - opposition to Three Sisters Mountain Village Area 
Structure Plans

Attention: Municipal Clerk: 

I am writing to express my opposition to Three Sisters Mountain Village’s latest development proposals (Bylaw 
2021-05 and 2021-06), as presented in their Area Structure Plans (ASPs). The two ASPs propose a scale of 
development in Canmore that is out of touch with both local and global realities by conflicting with guiding 
documents in Canmore including:  the Climate Action Plan, the Municipal Development Plan, conservation 
wildlands zoning, and other bylaws. They would create more urban sprawl and congestion in sensitive and 
threatened wildlife corridors and greatly contribute to Canmore's greenhouse gas emissions (GHGe) as currently 
proposed.  

My husband and I only moved to Canmore a few years ago, although my parents have lived here longer. We 
bought a house here this past summer and have been looking forward to this community being our permanent 
home, as we love both the mountains and the community in this mountain town. It felt like home right from the 
start, reminding me of the small town I grew up in, and my husband's home town in the alps of northern Italy. 
However, we were dismayed when seeing how the TSMV could impact the community we've grown to love. 
My husband in particular has witnessed the community character of many mountain villages in his home 
country and elsewhere in Europe be destroyed by rapid over-development - do not let that happen here. 

In addition to our concerns with how the community character of Canmore is threatened by a development that 
proposes massive amounts of "tourist homes", I would like to point to the following key issues with the ASPs 
that should compel council to reject TSMV's proposal:  

Specifically: 

1. Canmore's Climate Action Plan represents a commitment to achieve reductions in Canmore's GHG emissions
below 2015 levels, consistent with the concerns raised in the town's 2019 Declaration of a Climate Emergency. 
The proposed ASPs for Three Sisters Village and  Smith Creek do not at present align with Canmore's Climate 
Action Plan (CAP).  Council should review and amend its Land Use Bylaw to ensure that all development in the 
town, including that proposed by TSMV, align with the goals in the CAP. 

2. TSMV's request to expand Canmore's Urban Growth Boundary which is meant to limit the Canmore's
footprint and ensure a balance between nature and development, especially in a sensitive area like the mouth of 
the Wind Valley (1998 Municipal Development Plan); 

3. TSMV's request to rezone approximately 33 ha of Conservation Wildlands to urban development, also in the
sensitive mouth of the Wind Valley (1998 Land Use Bylaw); 

4. TSMV’s misrepresentation of the bylaw for a 300-450m-wide open space setback adjacent to an otherwise
too narrow wildlife corridor above the unfinished golf course (Sections 14.16.4.1(b) & (c) Canmore Land Use 
Bylaw)). This came about due to the 2002 Golder Report, which was a jointly commissioned study by the Town 
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of Canmore and TSMV; 
 
5. Doubling of the number of remaining residential units allowed to be built on TSMV lands as per Bylaw 1-98, 
Section 14.9.2.4. The bylaw states up to 3447 more units can be built, however TSMV’s plans call for 6750 
more units (and this doesn’t even include a possible 3100 additional secondary suites and 420 PAH units). 
 
Please, Council, for the love of community, including our relationships with the wildlife that also call this valley 
home, reject TSMV's ASPs at second reading. Doing so will deliver a strong message to the developer that they 
must propose plans that respect our town's rules. I would note that last time, TSMV had a less ambitious 
development proposal, and the town rejected it. What has changed now, other than a different provincial 
government, and a proposal that, against the Town's own guidelines, is worse than before?  
 
Regards, 
Haley Milko & Patrick Mair  
Cougar Creek, Canmore 
 


