
February 28, 2021 

Dear members of Town Counsel, 

We would like our concerns about the Three Sisters Mountain Village’s (TSMV) latest 

development proposals, Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-06, to be entered into the public record for 

the public hearing Tuesday, March 9, 2021. 

We are sure that you are aware that the plans conflict with several guiding documents for our 

community, including the Municipal Development Plan, conservation wildlands zoning, and 

several bylaws. Collectively, these were put into place to protect the character of our 

community, the quality of life of its residents, and to meet our goal of coexisting with wildlife.  

We will not repeat the specifics here as we know they have been drawn to your attention.   

Any future development of new terrain in this area can have only a negative impact on the 

wildlife and environment that draws many of us to live in this community.  Karsten Heuer has 

described the wildlife concerns and the climate change concerns are well known.  As regular 

users (by bike and foot) of the areas where the development is proposed we can see firsthand 

the negative impact this will have on animal movement.  Climate change concerns are not only 

ideologic for Canmore but pose the real risks of flooding, diminished drinking water supply, 

negative wildlife/insect changes, and wildfires to name a few.   

If development has to occur, we need to make sure it benefits Canmore as much as possible.  In 

future development we believe that Canmore needs more affordable housing, more control 

over the development (approve parts of projects over smaller periods of time instead of giving 

the green light for decades of development all at once), and enough commercial development 

to make future residential development financially sustainable so that taxes do not go up too 

quickly.  We believe the Town Counsel should review Rod de Leeuw’s review on this topic. 

Living in Rundleview, we have seen the traffic on Three Sisters Drive and Spray Lakes Road 

increase over the years.  We do not believe that our East to West transportation corridors can 

support the proposed development.  We are not convinced that the East development will be 

self-contained and that people their will use bicycles and public transport to go Downtown or 

to the Nordic Center. 

Undermining has also been raised as a concern.  We have seen that TSMV has done extensive 

work in calculating the risk related to undermining and have some plans to mitigate the risk.  

However, they cannot eliminate risk and the insurance that TSMV and their consultants have is 

short term and covers relatively small amounts of money.  Again, we do not see benefits that 

would come from this development that would outweigh the risk.     

We have both read and listened to the information presented by both TSMV and Bow Valley 

Engage.  Both parties have consulted experts in multiple fields and TSMV has not convinced us 

that this development is in the best interest of the Town of Canmore.  We support Town 

Council to uphold foundational plans and bylaws and to stand up for what is right for the 



community. If a decision is made to move forward with some development, please push back 

its scale and get a better deal for Canmore.   

Sincerely, 

 

 

Aleksandra Mineyko and Blair Ritchie 

103 Prendergast Place 

Canmore, AB 
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