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Dear Mayor Borrowman and Members of Town Council: 

When my husband and I first moved to Canmore in 2000 from a major city, I realized pretty quickly how special Canmore 
was.  I fell in love with this small town; the friendly, inclusive, tightly-knit community, the mountain culture, and this wild 
space where we humbly coexist. But the TSMV and Smith Creek development threatens these very things that make 
Canmore so special. 

The main opposition to this development that I’d like to focus on is two-fold.  The first reason is our responsibility to future 
generations to decrease our environmental footprint and protect the fragile balance between humans and nature. The 
second reason is that this development threatens the unique character of this special mountain town. 

In 2019, Town Council rightly declared a climate emergency.  This decision, based on current science, was made to 
recognize, “Canmore’s long-standing commitment to taking meaningful action related to environmental stewardship and 
climate change action. The declaration of a State of Climate Emergency is intended to reaffirm that commitment…” 

After educating myself on the benefits and drawbacks of this ASP on our community, it is my firm belief that this 
development is in conflict with our climate declaration.  The harm that this development will do greatly outweighs any 
potential benefit to our community.  First, this development will increase the pressure on wildlife species already stressed 
both by the current number of residents and visitors and their activities, and the valley’s sprawling transportation, 
residential, commercial and industrial infrastructure. Yellowstone to Yukon Conservation Initiative notes that the current 
ASP’s impact on the continentally significant wildlife corridor is overall smaller in size, and narrower in width than the 
proposal rejected in 2018 and will ultimately impact the mobility of large animals.  

As stewards, we are charged with protecting wildlife and acting in consideration of our carbon footprint. According to the 
Biosphere Institute of the Bow Valley, 30% of homes in Canmore sit empty for the majority of the year.  These empty 
secondary dwellings require energy and resources to maintain.  Adding 6,760 additional dwellings will only contribute to 
this problem.  Car-dependant neighborhoods mean more cars on our roads, contributing to greenhouse gases that are 
warming our planet at an alarming rate. Canmore’s proposed climate action plan aims to reduce these emissions 80% by 
2050. Council’s approval of TSMV would make that target near impossible to meet. It would be irresponsible of this town 
to increase our carbon footprint, when our earth and climate are at such an extreme crossroads. Our responsibility as 
environmental stewards means making decisions and acting in such a way that lessens, not increases, our impact on the 
fragile balance between human development, and nature. 

It is deeply troubling to me that the 2021 ASP proposal seeks to develop almost entirely the unfinished golf course with 
urban development, similar to 2017. Because of wildlife and undermining concerns, many Councillors rightly rejected the 
proposal in 2017. Additionally,  TSMV’s proposal to mitigate undermining concerns by using a carbon-intensive mixture to 
stabilize mineshafts so they can develop on top of them, is environmentally irresponsible. On a side note, Gerry 
Stephenson, a respected and much beloved member of our community warned us of the risks of building on the 
unfinished golf course. We should be honouring Gerry’s legacy by heeding his warnings.   

Finally, even more troubling and shocking is that unlike 2017, the 2021 proposal has expanded to include urban 
development on the Thunderstone lands to the east which fall outside our Urban Growth Boundary and are zoned 
Conservation Wildlands.  This is not environmental stewardship—it is greed. 

My second reason for opposing this ASP is that TSMV threatens the very identity and ethos of this town. In the 2006 
Mining the Future, Canmorites identified a core attribute of this town to be a “friendly, inclusive and closely-knit 
community with a small-town feel”.  It is true, this community is incredibly special.  I remember shopping at Mara’s, eating 
dinner at Zona’s off the handcrafted pottery plates.  I love going to the post office and running into people that I know. I 
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love that you can move to this community, thousands of kilometers away from family and build a family with the great 
friends you meet here who are committed to the same values of sustainable living in harmony with nature.  Canmore is a 
special community, but this community is in danger of losing its identity.   
 
As a parent, I worry about the world that my daughter will inherit from me. We are indeed, stewards of the 
environment.  As such, we have a moral responsibility to leave the world a better place for our children and grandchildren. 
The future of our fragile planet is in our hands. Our actions today will impact generations to come.  Not only does the 
TSMV ASP conflict with Canmore’s commitment to climate action and environmental stewardship, but the serious and 
significant impact of this development being approved for the benefit of a few, will be irreversible and forever change what 
this community represents.  Instead of being a model of balance and stewardship, we will be another example of a town 
that has sold itself to the highest bidder. 
 
Don’t make urban sprawl, loss of community identity, and environmental degradation be your legacy.  A project of this 
magnitude which has the potential to change the face of this community deserves time, public consultation and expert 
scrutiny.  You have the power to preserve this special place for future generations and our children will thank you for this. 
Because there are so many negative repercussions and very little guaranteed benefits to our community with this 
proposal, I urge the Town Council to reject the TSMV and Smith Creek ASP in full at this time. For the love of Canmore, I 
implore you to make the right decision. 
 
 
Best Regards, 
 
 
Michelle Moore 
 


