
From: Tim Murphy
To: Shared.MunicipalClerk
Subject: TSMV, traffic and construction Jobs
Date: Sunday, February 28, 2021 4:08:39 PM

Dear Mayor Borrowman and Canmore Town Councill

Re: Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-06. 

Construction Jobs 
TSMV propaganda proposes that development of TS Lands will provide 2,300 jobs in the
Bow Valley.  As a homebuilder in the Bow Valley since 1993, my experience has been that
most of the jobs on large developments in Canmore do not go to residents of Canmore. Profit
is the bottom line and contracts go to the lowest bidders. It is a fact that trades based in
Canmore cannot compete in  bidding with trades based out of Calgary and other outlying
communities  because the cost of living in Canmore is much higher than Calgary and
other Algerta communities. Canmore based trades must charge more to live in Canmore. No
doubt some jobs will fall to Canmore residents but these will be low-paying labour jobs, and
the pay will not sustain an individual living in Canmore over the long term.  Some contracts
may go to Canmore companies using heavy equipment  because of the prohibitive cost of
transporting equipment from Calgary, but these companies  do not employ a lot of workers. 
So TSMV's projection for construction jobs created for the  Bow Valley is misleading, or
worse, it's misinformation.

Traffic Congestion
The TSMV traffic study is a sham.  They project a traffic reduction from 80% usage to 60%
by  (on a sunny summer day) based on unfounded speculation that  people will walk, bike and
use public transport in the future more than they do today. This is magical thinking. Statistics
show people use their cars more over time, not less.  It also glosses over the fact that
Canmore's population will double.  TSMV implies that traffic will be reduced by 30% (on a
sunny summer day) when,in fact, even at this 30% reduction, there will first be an overall
increase of at least 100%, regardless of walking paths, bike paths and bus routes.  There is no
reason to expect that people will use their cars to go skiing or shopping any less than they do
now. And traffic congestion increases exponentially with increased volume.  Real traffic
studies show that as traffic volume increases, traffic flow decreases on a logarithmic scale. 
Even a 15% increase in volume can cause problems. So doubling traffic volume, even a 50%
increase in volume, will cause gridlock and that is on a sunny, summer day.  So what happens
mid winter when no one is walking or biking? Or on a holiday weekend?  This becomes a
matter of life and death when we look at the practicality of emergency vehicles moving across
town.  Are they going to build another hospital?

Wildfire .  
Adding 14,500 to the already 6,500 residents living south of the Bow River, means that 20,00
people will have to evacuate in case of wildfire. Models show that in extreme conditions, like
mid-August to mid-September with a 20Km westerly wind, that wildfires can spread at
7Km/hr. That would take 1hr. 20min to spread the 10km from the Engine Bridge to Dead
Man's Flats.  There is only one car bridge across the river and only one intersection to funnel
20,000 people out of the Three Sisters Area. Considering traffic congestion cited above, this
will be impossible. This development will create a fire trap and endanger the lives of
thousands of people.
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In light of these, and other serious concerns about the practicality of the TSMV proposal, it is
foolish to proceed with approval at such a pace. I am not anti-development but this plan has
too many problems associated with it that require greater deliberation and, in fact, should be
put to the town as an election issue.  I propose either outright refusal or at least postponement
until a new council is elected and these serious problems can be properly addressed..

Tim Murphy
530 4 St.
Canmore
403-678-1325


