
Naia Noyes-West 

Town of Canmore Councillors and Mayor 
Letter response to Bylaw 2021-05 and 2021-06: OPPOSED

Dear Council, 

As a citizen of the Bow Valley and Canmore community, I am opposed to 
Bylaw 2021-05 and 2021-06. 

I am opposed to these bylaws as they will have significant negative effects on the 
health and well being of my community. These significant negative effects include: 
blockage of a wildlife corridor, strain on municipal services, increase in taxes beyond 
what I can afford, and an increase in greenhouse gas emissions.  

As a member of the community you represent, I ask that you please reject the Three 
Sisters Mountain Village and Smith Creek proposals until they are modified in order to 
avoid, for certain, these significant negative effects. 

Under section 6, Part 2: Bylaws, Division 1, General Jurisdiction, of the Alberta 
Municipal Governance Act (1994 cM-26.1 s8;1998 c24 s2) is stated: 

General Jurisdiction to Pass Bylaws 
7 A council may pass bylaws for municipal purposes respecting the following 
matters: 

(a)  the safety, health and welfare of people and the protection of people 
and property; 

Powers under bylaws 
8 Without restricting section 7, a council may in a bylaw passed under this 
Division 

(c)  provide for a system of licences, permits or approvals, including any 
or all of the following: 

(iii)  prohibiting any development, activity, industry, business or 
thing until a licence, permit or approval has been granted; 
(iv)  providing that terms and conditions may be imposed on any 
licence, permit or approval, the nature of the terms and conditions 
and who may impose them; 
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(v)  setting out the conditions that must be met before a licence, 
permit or approval is granted or renewed, the nature of the 
conditions and who may impose them; 
(vi)  providing for the duration of licences, permits and approvals 
and their suspension or cancellation for failure to comply with a 
term or condition or the bylaw or for any other reason specified in 
the bylaw; 

Having lived with communities who -unlike us- are deeply, violently, and 
immediately threatened by climate change, I can tell you, it takes a certain amount of 
privilege and power, to be able to fear loss of money or being sued, more than you 
fear greenhouse gas emissions.   

We may not have much power to stop the massive production of greenhouse gases 
or the destruction of wildlife corridors elsewhere in the world, but we do have power 
here, now, to set conditions that our community and its additions follow the advice of 
local wildlife scientists and use the best building energy efficiency technology. Other 
communities are worthy of these conditions, so why aren’t we?  

Thank you for using your privilege and powers wisely, when making this decision on 
behalf of the whole community.  

Sincerely 
Naia Noyes-West 

Living and working in the territory and home of the Îyarhe/Iyethka Stoney 
Nakoda, Ktunaxa, and the Tsuut’ina, Siksika, Piikani, and Kainai of the Niitsitapi. 
This is Metis region 3 and Treaty 7 territory and we all have a duty to take care of 
this place that takes care of us.


