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Hello, 

I am writing to share my concerns about the Three Sisters Mountain Village Smith Creek and Three Sisters Village area 
structure plans. I am concerned that adding 14,500 people to the most developed landscape on the planet that still 
supports grizzly bears will make things difficult for the people that live and visit as well as the bears. It is well 
documented that large wild animal populations require connectivity provided by effective corridors, and that without 
effective corridors a single robust, healthy wildlife population can become two smaller, weaker, less resilient 
populations that are much more vulnerable to additional stresses such as climate change, industrial development, or 
even wildfire. Although narrow, the Bow Valley is low, flat, warm, and dry, creating high quality habitat and movement 
corridors for animals. The Bow Valley connects the large nearby protected areas of Banff National Park and Kananaskis 
Country, keeping populations in both of those areas connected and genetically diverse. 

The approved corridor extends from the Stewart Creek neighbourhood to the Wind Valley at Dead Man’s Flats. This 
approval represents the provincial government’s final wildlife corridor designation around the Three Sisters lands, 
leaving future development planning and approvals to the Town of Canmore. The approved corridor does not meet the 
criteria laid out in the latest scientific publications for corridors to effectively promote wildlife movement and the 
connectivity of populations of large mammals, including grizzly bears and wolves. The Smith Creek wildlife corridor is 
neither wide enough nor flat enough to function effectively. There are places in Smith Creek where the approved 
corridor narrows to a width of less than 70 metres between developable land and the slopes that are too steep for most 
large animals to travel on. The average distance bears will turn and run from people is 200 meters, wolves 400 meters, 
unhabituated elk 800 meters. A corridor with a 70 meter width is a set up for significant human-wildlife conflict. The 
number one cause of grizzly deaths in Alberta follows conflict with people. If this proposal is allowed to go ahead as 
planned it is certain to cause an unacceptable level of human-wildlife conflict even if human activity is restricted by 
regulation in this area. The other likely result of the proposed inadequate wildlife corridor will be a restriction of wildlife 
movement which will likely result in fracturing wildlife populations and vulnerable populations. 

Because we know the facts surrounding the needs of wildlife wouldn’t it be better to approve a plan that will allow the 
continuation of healthy wildlife populations? Part of the reason people want to live and visit areas like Canmore is 
because of the presence of the wild and wildlife. I think everyone would agree that allowing space for healthy wildlife 
populations is the best for our future. Please reconsider this plan and create a corridor wide enough to be useful to the 
wildlife and to minimize human-wildlife conflict.  

The risk of severing a critical link for wildlife between the protected areas of Kananaskis and Banff National Park, as well 
as the significant uncertainty over proposed mitigations to reduce human-wildlife conflict, are irreversible. We can do 
better, and now is the time! 

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. 

Sincerely, 
Janet Parkins 


