
  Dear   Canmore   Town   Council,     

My   name   is   Seth   Perez.   I   am   a   16-year-old   student   in   eleventh   grade   attending   Our   Lady   

of   the   Snows   Catholic   Academy.   As   a   member   of   the   sustainability   club,   I   have   learned   the   

importance   of   educating   myself   about   our   world’s   environmental   issues,   and   more   importantly,   

ways   in   which   I,   a   youth   of   Canmore,   can   express   my   opinions   and   act   on   matters   that   will   affect   

future   generations.    My   parents   immigrated   to   Canada   14   years   ago   from   the   Philippines,   and   in   

that   time   we   have   become   proud   Canadian   citizens   residing   in   Canmore   for   13   years.   I   am   

concerned   about   the   Three   Sisters   Village   and   Smith   Creek   developments,   for   two   reasons:   the   

threat   it   poses   to   the   Yellowstone   to   Yukon   Conservation   Initiative,   and   its   shortcomings   in   

addressing   affordable   housing   in   Canmore.     

Out   of   all   the   places   in   the   world   to   call   home,   my   parents   chose   Canmore,   as   it   was   a   

small   town   surrounded   by   picturesque   landscapes   and   wildlife.    The   alluring   charm   of   Canmore   

is   seen   in   the   wildlife   that   inhabits   it,   and   the   reputation   that   we   are   a   town   that   coexists   with   

nature.   I   always   feel   a   sense   of   pride   when   I   am   able   to   say   that   I’ve   had   the   privilege   of   seeing   

grizzly   bears   and   wild   elk,   which   are   as   common   as   seeing   the   mountains.   But   all   of   this   may   be   

threatened   by   these   developments.   By   densely   developing   against   an   important   wildlife   corridor,   

the   urban   sprawl   threaten   to   displace   the   habitat   of   the   wildlife.   In   Canmore,   everyone   is   a   child,   

with   the   great   outdoors   as   their   playground.   Canmore   is   a   special   place   because   of   the   

coexistence   between   humans   and   nature,   and   the   overdevelopment   threatens   the   very   character   

of   this   special   place.     

My   parents   and   I   understand   that   Canmore   is   extremely   expensive   to   live   in,   but   it   is   the   

place   that   they   wanted   my   sister   and   I   to   be   raised.   There   have   been   many   occasions   in   which   

we’ve   had   to   say   goodbye   to   dear   friends   because   Canmore   housing   for   many   families   is   



unobtainable.   The   TMV   and   Smith   Creek   developments   do   not   address   the   affordability   of   

houses   in   Canmore,   as   a   large   portion   of   houses   being   built   are   tourist   homes.   As   seen   in   

Canmore   already,   many   of   these   tourist   homes   sit   vacant   in   the   dark   for   10   out   of   the   12   months   

of   the   year.     

I   want   to   know   that   I   can   say   my   hometown   is   Canmore   with   the   same   pride   I   hold   now.   I   

understand   the   importance   of   development,   which   is   why   I   think   it   is   best   to   pursue   zoning   to   

mitigate   the   pinch   zone   areas   to   limit   the   interaction   between   humans   and   wildlife.   Canmore   is   

not   only   my   home,   it’s   a   place   that   people   come   to   marvel   at   the   coexistence   between   humans   

and   nature.   I   want   to   always   be   able   to   come   back   to   our   home   and   see   that   relationship   

flourishing.     

  Thank   you   for   your   time   in   allowing   me   to   express   my   opinions   on   this   issue.     

Sincerely,   

Seth   Perez     

  

  


