
Vicki Perkins 
913 11th Street 
Canmore, AB T1W 1Z2 
 
March 4, 2021 
 
Dear Municipal Clerk and Canmore Town Council, 
 
RE: Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-06 
 
I am writing to the Town of Canmore Council  to express my concerns regarding two area structure plans before 
council currently, as identified in bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-06. In the current state they are presented, I strongly 
oppose the plans being approved due to the financial risk the Town and residents would bear, concern for wildlife 
and the need to ensure an effective corridor exists based on current data, and the quality of life for residents of 
Canmore. 
 
Development should not occur on undermined lands within the proposals, especially the proposed golf course 
lands. Gerry Stephenson, the former Canmore Mines Manager, was my neighbour and was adamantly opposed to 
these lands being developed due to the real risk of undermining. There is no one who understands the risk the 
Town would be adopting more than him. I encourage you to not accept this area to be developed and to ensure it 
is kept as a buffer for wildlife movement as originally intended. The financial risk is too significant and should not 
be born by the Town of Canmore and its residents. The developer liability period of 2 years and the engineer’s 
liability of 10 years is simply inadequate. 
 
I appreciate wildlife corridors is an issue these proposals have been wrestling with for a long time.  This reflects the 
importance and critical need to get it right if we are to coexist with wildlife and not compromise a regional, 
provincial and internationally recognized wildlife corridor. The two area structure plans both have their limitations. 
As mentioned earlier, the proposed golf course was to act as a barrier to the identified wildlife corridor, already too 
narrow based on current science. This area should be maintained as a buffer. The Smith Creek ASP which is 
asking for approximately 33 ha of conservation lands to be rezoned into urban development at the mouth of Wind 
Valley would also be a huge blow to wildlife movement and should not be considered. This should be a firm no. 
Lastly, moving the Stewart Creek underpass, one of the most effective ones existing in the Bow Valley, to 
accommodate a housing development on the south side is not acceptable. The  suggestion of moving it and having 
wildlife find and navigate a very small section of land is really not in the best interest and spirit of co-existing with 
wildlife. Please maintain the function and integrity of the existing wildlife underpass. 
 
As a resident of the Canmore for over 20 years, I have seen many changes in the short time I have lived here. The 
thought of our town doubling in size and the pressure the increase in people will have on the environment, wildlife 
and our social fabric truly saddens  me. As my Indigenous friends have taught me, decisions we make should be 
made considering the past (foundational documents), present and future. I encourage you to reflect on this and to 
think generations into the future. What legacy will your decisions have when all involved will be long gone. 
 
My last words to help guide your decision reflects on making decisions with the best available science, data and to 
implement best practices. You have the knowledge and tools to not accept this proposal as presented. I am one of 
many citizens who supports you in making this difficult decision. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Vicki Perkins 


