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Hello,  

My husband and I have lived in Canmore since 2015. Last year we made the decision to 
put down roots in this community. We bought a house and then welcomed our first child 
in August. We long deliberate the pros and cons of making Canmore home. Although the 
cost of living is high, we came to the conclusion that the pros outweigh the cons. 
Unfortunately in the short time since deciding to buy here, we are afraid that is 
changing. Although not all within the control of the Town, we have seen fees put in place 
for x-country skiing, proposed parking fees, and now the looming threat of higher 
property taxes etc. in relationship to the proposed TSMV expansion.  

We are excited to make a home here and raise our children, but worried about how long 
we will be able to afford to live here. That said, I understand the appeal of Canmore, I 
get why people want to have weekend getaways. I don't want to be a hypocrite. After 
all, we moved here! That being said, I am wondering if there can be an additional tax 
put in place for people with second homes here. What would be the downside to that?  

Further, in regards to TSMV and what it really comes down to for me, is the wildlife 
corridor. The magic of The Town of Canmore includes the land and the wild creatures 
that also call this region home. If Canmore is committed to being a wildlife friendly 
community - garbage bins, dogs on leash, no fruit trees, etc - how can we decimate that 
corridor? How can we pretend that the proposal is suitable? It does not make sense to 
me. As humans, we do not have the right to just take take take as we please without an 
regard for other living beings. Especially in a town that claims to value the lives of those 
animals!  

I am not opposed to growth and expansion, but I believe we can find a way forward with 
a spirit of reciprocity and the utmost care and respect for the creatures that also call this 
place home. 

I hope that my children get to grow up in a place that demonstrates a commitment to 
honouring the land and animals. I hope they have wild spaces to explore and play. I 
hope they get to see animals in nature rather than in a zoo. I hope I don't have to tell 
them that animals such as bears and elk and wolves used to live here too, but due to 
our actions were pushed away.  

Thank you for taking the time to read my thoughts.  

Chesa (Matt and Juniper) Peter  


