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Can we find a balance with these development proposals? Perspectives from a young 
local.

Dear Town Council, 

Growing up in the town of Canmore is what many would call a dream, and for me that’s all it is at the 

moment. As a young local, I wonder if we can come to a solution regarding the TSMV development 

proposals that will close wealth gaps instead of opening them, and will address the climate crisis while 

addressing housing affordability— I believe the implementation of a community-based town vision will 

help us move forward, here is why:  

As a university student, it is difficult to imagine a future in which I can afford to live in the community I 

was born and raised in. The pursuit of second homes has driven rental and housing prices out of grasp 

for much of the community— resulting in an estimated 30 percent of Canmore’s houses sitting empty 

and making Canmore the least affordable place to live in Alberta. Unfortunately, the proposed TSMV 

developments are unlikely to change these disheartening dynamics— with just 10 percent of plans that 

include the construction of affordable housing units over a 30-year period.  

Given the Town of Canmore’s climate emergency declaration of 2019, in the Climate Action Plan, Mayor 

Borrowman reiterates Canmore’s goals to minimize the Town’s impact on climate change, which involves 

complex economic, social, and environmental planning to reduce 30 percent of greenhouse gas emissions 

by 2030.  

According to ecologists, plans to double Canmore’s population and put 14,500 people right up against an 

already compromised wildlife corridor poses a major threat to the connectivity of keystone species, such 

as grizzly bears and wolves. Even if the Town could support an additional 14,500 people, putting these 

people right beside the corridor will undoubtedly have a negative impact on a sensitive wildlife 

corridor. Already, wildlife are being pushed onto steeper slopes where vegetation is sparse and 

recreation use remains high. 

Canmore is at crossroads: Many of Canmore’s citizens deny that the future of Canmore rests in the hands 

of a single developer. A tricky interplay between urban development and ecological integrity. The 

importance of negotiating a creative solution that benefits both people and wildlife in this dynamic place, 

while centering community engagement cannot be overlooked.  
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People with knowledge and energy, equipped to create innovative solutions, have already come forward 

in response to TSMV’s proposed developments. Needless to say, the community is passionate about 

making the right decision. 

Moving forward, a collaborative approach could include focusing on community interests instead of 

positional outcomes— a position is what a party wants or think they want, and an interest is the 

‘why’ behind the position. We have the opportunity to reach a mutually acceptable interest-based 

outcome by stepping back and having community conversations about Canmore’s future.  

I encourage the Town to start a formal process to generates a community vision that centers the 

climate crisis, sustaining viable wildlife populations, and socio-economic values.  This framework 

could function as a baseline for future development proposals and must include cumulative 

environmental impact assessments, which TSMV’s ASP’s do not include. 

Thank you for your time and energy, 

 

Robin Pollard 

--  
Robin Pollard 
 


