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Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-06: Opposition to TSMV ASPs

Dear Municipal Clerk, Mayor Borrowman and Councillors, 

I am writing to express my concern about, and my opposition to, Three Sisters Mountain Village’s latest round 
of development proposals. I also want to express my support for the mayor and council in the face of the 
difficult choices they have they have to make as they try to represent the best interests of our town. That work 
will require courage and understanding that do not come easily.   

I have been a resident of Canmore for 34 years. I have been a business owner in my time here, as well as a 
mountain writer who brings our town and our people to the world. I have also had the privilege of sitting on 
community and provincial boards that have helped me see how we are viewed and appreciated, both by 
ourselves and by our visitors. Most recently I sat on the board of Travel Alberta, and now on the Tourism Task 
Force, and these paired experiences have helped me understand how critical tourism development is for our 
community and for our province.  

These roles have also helped me see how our success as a tourism destination depends on the support of 
residents who believe that their town both knows and truly lives its values. There is a great deal of research that 
proves that resident satisfaction with their quality of life is the clearest determinant of successful and sustainable 
tourism. Happy and proud residents allow us to openly — and sensibly — welcome visitors. 

It is my strong opinion that there is nothing in the TSMV proposals that truly serves us as residents or our 
visitors and would allow us to feel happy or proud. Every bit of evidence that comes from biologists, 
climatologists, geologists, and urban planners who are not employed by TSMV or the town suggests that the 
proposed developments will only have adverse effects on our community. The landscape we love will be 
unnecessarily damaged. The ecosystem that is the foundation of our mountain culture will be threatened, likely 
permanently. The sense of community that we know and love will very likely be dramatically challenged.The 
land slated for development has dangerous issues of undermining.  

Many of these concerns result from a dramatic increase in population included in the proposals, and I question 
TSMV’s response to these concerns.  

I have heard arguments, by TSMV staff and by some town representatives, that the projected increase in 
population associated with the TSMV proposal is smaller than previous increases, and therefore can be 
accommodated. It was pointed out that in the time I have lived in Canmore, the population has quadrupled 
(from c. 3900 in 1987, to 16,000 in 2020), while the TSMV proposal will only see a doubling of population.  

While this may be true in the narrowest numerical sense, the argument obscures some crucial realities, the most 
important of which is that every landscape and ecosystem — especially one geographically constrained as ours 
— has a boundaried carrying capacity. Yes, we may have seen large increases in population that seem to have 
been accommodated to this point, but that does not mean that we can continue to grow, even at a reduced pace. 
Like a lot of Canmorites, I’ve had recent experiences that make it seem that with 16,000 residents we might 
already be at limits of our carrying capacity. A doubling at this point may therefore have far more impact than 
the quadrupling that happened in my time.  



2

 
It is easy to come to the conclusion that growth is necessary for survival. We hear that argument again and 
again from developers. But there are also very good examples of communities like ours who have embraced 
limits to growth and have turned to values-centred development, and have thrived. I hope our leaders take the 
time to look at alternatives before making such a critical decision — especially when dealing with a proponent 
like TSMV with such a troubling track record of integrity and stability.  
 
Geoff Powter 
gpowter@shaw.ca 


