
1

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Zoe Quinn 
 March 17, 2021 4:18 PM
Shared.MunicipalClerk
Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-06

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-06 
Dear Town Council, 

I am writing to you to urge you to alter or abandon the TSMV and Smith Creek proposals. I know that I 
am only seventeen years old, I am not all that well versed in the economics or mechanics of this proposal. I do 
not have the expertise to craft an argument on the basis of financial or engineering concerns like many of the 
other incredibly well educated people that have voiced their opinions. But what I can say is that I was born here 
in Canmore and I have lived here my entire life here. My parents were both immigrants, my Dad moved here 
from Australia and my Mom moved to Canada from Jamaica as a teenager and then later found her way here. 
My parents choose this place for me and I am thankful for that every single day of my life.  

Living in Canmore has made me the person I am today-all my core values and morals have been 
installed in me by this town and the people within it. And I think that going through with this proposal in its 
fullest extent would be going against everything that this town stands for, everything makes me so proud to call 
it my home.  

Canmore is full of people that love the outdoors and prioritize environmental issues and small town 
hospitality. Almost every time I go to the grocery store or walk downtown, I see someone that I know, or that 
my family knows. The warm, familiar, small town feel that Canmore has is what I love most about it. It is so 
incredibly special. I would hate for Canmore to lose its charm and strong sense of community with the increase 
in population and secondary homes that the new development would bring in, because that is what drew my 
parents here in the first place.  

It’s not only the people that make this town the place that it is, it is also the coexistence of people and 
wildlife. The current TSVM proposal cuts into the wildlife corridor making it too steep and too narrow which 
will dramatically affect the movement of wildlife through Canmore. This proposed encroachment ignores the 
professional opinions of highly qualified scientists who are familiar with the Bow Valley. I have always been 
very proud of our town’s commitment to creating space for animals to coexist safely with humans, especially in 
a world where the habitat of animals is becoming increasingly smaller due to human interference. I feel like 
every day, there is a new story coming about an animal species that is becoming endangered or even extinct due 
to loss of habitat and resources like the story of Bear 148 who was shot and killed by a trophy hunter in 2017 in 
Banff and Wolf 2001 who was shot in Montana.These stories illustrate the how dangerous the human and 
wildlife encounters are and we should be viewing as them cautionary tales instead of inspiration. Canmore 
would not be Canmore without the herds of elk grazing in our school fields or the deer that come through our 
backyards or the bears that share our hiking trails. Canmore would not be Canmore without its wildlife and it 
saddens me that there is even talk of taking part of their land away.  
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I understand the importance of development in Canmore in order to progress our economy and continue 
the growth of this town but I feel that we need to find more sustainable ways to move forward. We are at a 
crossroads right now, a crossroads where we as a community have the opportunity to decide who we are and 
who we want to be, what kind of legacy we want to leave for future generations that have the privilege of 
growing up in Canmore. I am profoundly grateful for the legacy that has been left in my hands from the adults 
that built and shaped this town and the opportunity to speak up about the legacy that I want to leave behind. A 
legacy that is not based upon economic progression and real estate developments but a legacy that is based 
upon the people from all walks of life and the shared appreciation for the beautiful outdoors that binds us all 
together.  

 
Thank you, 
 
Zoe Quinn 
 

  
 
  
 


