
Reference: Bylaws 2021-25 and 2021-26 

Dear Council and Mayor, 

I am writing to voice my concern with the most recent development proposals in the form of Three Sisters Village 

and Smith Creek ASPs.  Please note that I am also a resident and taxpayer in the Town of Canmore. I am not 

entirely framing this letter from the point of view as a current and concerned resident, but I have resided in the 

Bow Valley since 1997. There has been much change and development over this period, a growth and expansion 

that is not unique to Canmore, and is shared by many other communities across Canada, and frankly the world 

over. I am not addressing the global issues of perpetual growth, as that is beyond the scope of what is being 

proposed, but it is certainly representative. 

My main concern is that the TWMV development has been debated, consulted, discussed and studied for many, 

many years with some resolution over a decade ago, but here we are today living in a moment of planetary crisis 

with a new proposal, which if comes to fruition is wrought with issues and takes us as a community in a direction 

the planet cannot tolerate for much longer. What I reference is the cumulative effect of such a proposal, not only 

will it result in detrimental impacts on this community on a number of levels, but it is one of so many across the 

globe. We cannot claim any form of leadership as environmental stewards, as a sustainable community or as a 

global leader by approving Three Sisters and Smith Creek ASPs. It was only last year that the Town of Canmore 

announced a climate emergency. 

The Bow Valley is finite, hemmed by rising Rocky Mountains on either side. Frankly, Canmore has benefited from 

the protective areas that share part of its border. Canmore is on the cusp of choosing the path as a poor 

neighbour, as a laggard in a forward thinking community, who can take the hard choice to put into practice 

sustainability and mutualistic living with nature and all its wild creature. Will this be the decision where future 

generations look back to ask why are there no more grizzly bears, wolves and elk that are only shared in stories 

from older generations in the community? Are we to find that we have a wildlife corridor in name only?  

I am not writing to claim that development is wrong or that future residents are unwelcome here but we cannot 

compromise on what makes this place so very special and unique. It is the land and it is the wildlife at its core. 

People in turn create the community’s vibrant fabric, but where does it end? There are other development 

proposals in communities immediately east. The cumulative effect need to be considered. There is no balance in 

this current proposal, nor honour from previous agreement and direction, it is a demand for more with giving very 

little back. It will be us a community left holding the bag, be it in the form of a diminished ecosystem, a higher tax 

rate, exorbitant costs to restore sinkholes, a sea of empty homes that took the place of a forest – a living 

community diminished that once brought richness to people’s lives. 

I ask you to consider your decision based on what you envision this community, this place, to look like 100 years 

from now. Will the decision be regarded by the arc of history as one of balance and wisdom, or one where we just 

said “yes”, perhaps because the stress and tension would finally be over. It is a fight worth having, worth 

continuing, so that years from now those we are leaving this place for are able to say they did right; that they 

rejected the proposal until it reflected the vision found in Mining the Future. 

I acknowledge that you are not in an enviable position, that the decision is not easy, and that your role is to 

represent your constituents and do what you think is best for the community. I do not think that approving this 

development is in the best interest of our community. If it is approved, there is no turning back, there is no more 

space where we may course correct in the future. This is it. 

Thank you kindly for your time in reviewing my letter and considering my comments. 

Sincerely, 

 

Dan Rafla 


