
Letter in Response to the Public Hearing for Three Sisters Mountain Village- March 
9, 2021 
 
As residents of Canmore for 36 years we strongly oppose Three Sisters Mountain 
Village’s 2020 proposals for Three Sisters Resort and the Smith Creek.   
 
It is clear that “Town Council does not have a clear articulated vision for it’s future.  
Town Council has not made this clear to businesses and citizens.”  This clause from 
the “Canmore Economic Development and Strategies document (Feb 2020) 
represents where we are as citizens of Canmore at this juncture. 
 
On March 9, 2021, concerned citizens will have a voice to oppose or support the first 
reading approval by the Canmore Town Council of the Three Sisters Mountain 
Village, and Smith Creek ASP. 
 
The Smith Creek ASP, which was turned down by Alberta Environment and 
Parks in 2018, was accepted in 2020 by AEP without the 2018 AEP 
recommendations incorporated in the new proposal.  
 
The UCP government did not communicate with Town Council about this 
move, nor did it call for public input.  
 
In February 2020 the UCP government suddenly announced that 170 
provincial parks would be shut down- without public consultation. There was 
an outcry, and the parks were reinstated, albeit with private sector operators. 
 
In June 2020 the UCP government revoked a 1976 protecting the eastern 
slopes of the Rockies from open-pit coal mining without public consultation. 
After a massive public protest the UCP government cancelled some leases but 
exploration and development are ongoing. The fight is not over. 
 
 
DOES ALL OF THIS SOUND FAMILIAR? AT THIS JUNCTURE CANMORE- WE NEED 
TO SPEAK UP- THIS IS THE FUTURE OF OUR TOWN! 
 
The 2020 Three Sisters and Smith Creek Proposals will: 
 

1. Double the population of Canmore from the current resident population of 
16,000  
 

2. Approximately 30% of Canmore homes are owned by non-residents. We 
locals call these “cold beds”, because they are used infrequently and are 
dependent on infrastructure supplied by the town. This percentage will 
increase with new development.  

 
 



3. The TSMV proposals will create two new town centers and light industrial 
areas in addition to what the Town of Canmore currently has. Do we need 
this? Allowing commercial development outside of downtown cores in small 
towns invariably leads to the economic decline of the original town core. The 
“new” Canmore would be 11 km long! 
 

4. In order to accommodate proposals of this size, the Town of Canmore will 
have to invest substantially in infrastructure (ie. Water, sewage, fire and 
rescue services etc.) 

 
5. No proposal from Three Sisters Resorts in the last 28 years has resulted in 

commercial property being developed. Although the goal of the Town of 
Canmore is to create a 2/3 residential, 1/3 commercial base, history has 
shown that this is unlikely to happen with this kind of development.  

 
6. Undermining- Although the Town of Canmore has signed off regarding 

responsibility of undermining on residential properties, it is still liable for 
undermining that occurs on municipal property. Who will pay for this? 

 
7. Wildlife Corridors- The Town of Canmore should not alter it’s Growth 

Boundary to accommodate the Smith Creek ASP. The Smith Creek 
dilemma could perhaps be resolved if TSMV is not allowed to develop 
this area for housing and enacts a Conservation Easement in perpetuity 
that is binding on all future landowners. Conservation of landscapes and 
connectivity are vital links to maintaining the unique biodiversity of the Bow 
Valley, and we must respect this goal. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
Barb and Sepp Renner 
910 15 Street  
Canmore, T1W 1X3 
403 609-6624 
rennerbarb2@gmail.com 


