
Submission to Town Council re: 
Bylaw 2021-05 Three Sisters Village Area Structure Plan 

By Jim Ridley 
 

Background of Presenter: 
 
BSc (Zoology), BAdmin., Masters of Distance Education 
Park Ranger, Kananaskis Country/Alberta Parks – 8 years 
Founder and Owner Positive People Placement – temporary work placement – 10 years 
Canmore Town Councillor – 7 1/2 years 
Local Realtor – 8 years 
Currently Retired 
 
My varied work background included commitment to protecting wildlife, ensuring public safety, 
earning an income from ethical employment practices by helping the Town to build and 
develop in a responsible manner, and sharing our wonderful valley with new property owners 
as a Realtor.  My presentation today deals with public safety concerns on the partially 
developed Golf Course lands (Resort Village area). 
 
AN INTERESTING STORY  
 
When Stewart Creek Golf Course was being constructed my firm Positive People Placement was 
sub-contracted to assist with this project.  We provided labourers to help install rolls of sod on 
the course.  In fact our very first labour project in Canmore was the sodding of Silvertip’ golf 
course, very demanding work I might add; hand bombing heavy and wet rolls of sod onto the 
fairways, weeks of work in fact.  Typically with my limited knowledge of golf course design and 
construction one would see site clearlng, rough grading, install of irrigation, final soil 
preparation, then the sodding.  However something different was done at Stewart Creek; the 
installation of orange plastic snow fencing flat on the ground before sodding.  I cannot recall 
how much of the course was snow fenced but it was significant.  When I asked what purpose 
this served I was told by other Contractors, it was “to protect golf users from any cave-ins on 
the fairways”.  I didn’t give this much thought at the time as had no knowledge about 
undermining generally or the area specifically.  In retrospect, I wonder how effective this 
netting might be in the case of a heavy lawn mover or golf cart falling into a sink hole. 
 
While walking the power line the other day through the partially built Three Sisters Golf Course 
Lands (Resort Village area) I got to thinking about how effective orange snow fencing might be 
under constructed buildings as a mitigation measure for issues related to undermining in the 
area. 
 
I trust Council members will ensure that proper, significant mitigation measures will be taken, 
should any development occur on these lands.  Good luck with that. 


