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I am against the Three Sisters Village and Smith Creek Area Structure Plans (ASPs) that were submitted to 
the Town of Canmore in late 2020 by Three Sisters Mountain Village [“TSMV"], as I believe that they are, for 
the Town of Canmore, fiscally irresponsible, and neither accommodate natural systems, nor honour the human 
communities of the Bow Valley.   I recommend that the proposals be rejected and returned to TSMV 
with strong direction that they go back to the drawing board, and submit more acceptable proposals. 

My husband and I moved to Canmore in 2008.    We loved the small town feel of Canmore, enjoyed the 
access to the outdoors, and the fact that we had elk, deer, fox, coyote, and bear in our backyard.   Although, 
we are both retired, we are full time residents, and volunteer both time and resources to the Community.   I 
myself currently sit on the Board of Y2Y.   

I believe in reasonable development, but, these proposals are unreasonable in that they: 

1. Increase Canmore’s congestion;
2. Increase wildlife stress, and provide for wildlife corridors that fail to meet the needs of wildlife in

the decades ahead; 
3. Rezone Land that is ecologically sensitive;
4. Unnecessarily contribute to climate change in a declared climate emergency community;
5. Change a present 1988 Municipal Development Plan that was set up to balance development and

nature; 
6. Potentially increase Taxpayer’s cost, in that Taxpayers, in the future, will be financially responsible for:

1. Monitoring, maintaining and replacing an eight foot high fence [I and others, question the merits
of such a fence, and encourage alternatives to exclosure fences be explored]; and

2. Any damage to municipal infrastructure [roads, bridges, underground lines, and pipes] that
occur on TSMV lands as a result of undermining cave-ins, collapse, or slumps;

7. Increase Property Taxes due to the lack of commercial development.   In this regard, I draw your
attention to the SilverTip neighbourhood.   Recent Silvertip developments have been approved with no
commercial development - so new residents here will add to congestion, and increases to
residential tax, given the Town of Canmore will now have roads to maintain, without adequate revenue
to support same.  I will note though that SilverTip approvals contained negotiated voluntary covenants
and conservation easements with individual buyers of large lots, which should be considered in the
TSMV lands; and

8. Don't adequately address affordable housing.   A lot of people that work in Canmore can’t afford a
$1Million + home.

The proposals are unacceptable, and should be rejected. 

I urge you Mayor and Council to be brave, be forward thinking, uphold existing Bylaws, Zoning and Growth 
Boundaries, ensure that wildlife corridors are given legal land designations before any building approvals are 
granted, and listen and engage in a meaningful way with the community. 

Thank you for your consideration 
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Nancy Rourke 
25 Blue Grouse Ridge 
Canmore, AB 


