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McCallum; Vi Sandford; Council; bowvalleyengage@gmail.com; Shared.MunicipalClerk 
Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-06: Opposition to TSMV ASPs

Dear Municipal Clerk, 

As a long-time resident of Canmore, an environmentally conscious citizen, and a mother of a young child, I am writing to 
express my concerns about the Three Sisters Mountain Village'sÂ most recent development proposals. We are 
incredibly fortunate to live in a valley rich in natural beauty and wildlife, and I hope we can preserve these invaluable 
and precious aspects of ourÂ home far into the future. I am not against development, but any development needs to be 
done carefully, thoughtfully, and with a long-term view to the health of our community and ecosystems. My main 
concernsÂ are in the areas of wildlife corridors, undermining, Conservation of Wildlands, and economics. 

TSMV's proposed wildlife corridors are not sufficient in width, according to the best-available continental corridor 
science. The wildlife corridor in this area is internationally significant, and needs to be treated with respect, but it 
continues to be diminished by development. If we are to continue to coexist with wildlife in this valley, the science on 
wildlife corridors needs to be heeded. 

Undermining is a serious concern, and should be a serious red flag when it comes to the TSMV proposals. Undermining 
is a major wild card when it comes to these areas that are proposed for development, and the Town of Canmore is liable 
for any damage to municipal infrastructure that may result. This simply seems like too high a risk for the Town of 
Canmore and its tax-paying residents to take on. 

The Smith Creek ASP calls for rezoning some 33 hectares of land presently zoned Conservationof Wildlands so it can be 
put to residential, industrial, and commercial use.Â Located in themouth of the ecologically sensitive Wind Valley, the 
parcel â€“ adjacent to and including theThunderstone Quarry â€“ was until 1998 zoned for Natural Resource Extraction. 
In 1998, theTown rezoned the area to Conservation of Wildlife in response to the Bow Corridor EcosystemAdvisory 
Committee Corridor and Habitat Patch Guidelines. The change in zoning was madeconsciously and deliberately, with the 
intent that it ensure long-term viability for wildlife. It is critical that we keep this Conservation of Wildlands area 
protected.Â  

In addition to the liability risk when it comes to undermining, there are other serious economic concerns when it comes 
to TSMV'sÂ proposals.Â Residential development costs more in long-term municipal servicing than it generatesin 
municipal taxes. While revenues from commercial development generally offset theexpense of servicing residential 
areas, it is important to note that TSMVhas built almost nothing but residential housing for the last 20 years, despite 
submittingmultiple proposals during that period which promised commercial development. Giventhe uncertainty of 
market conditions, there is little reason to believe the same thingwonâ€™t happen again.Â  

I am proud of where I live, and I hope that this valley is still able to retain much of its ecological and community integrity 
many years down the road. I know that more development will happen, but I hope that it is done in the most mindful 
and respectful way possible. TSMV's current proposals are not respectful to this community, and they do not show 
integrity. I know that council has the power to reject the TSMV'sÂ proposals, and I trust that they will do the right 
thing.Â  

Thank-you for your time. 
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Warmly, Kate Semrau 

-- Kate Semrau  
semraukate@gmail.com 


