
Jon & Karen Shand 
7-838 3 Street 
Canmore, AB 
March 5, 2021 

Town of Canmore Council 
c/o Municipal Clerk 

Dear Town of Canmore Council: 

We are writing to you today to express our concern for the TSMV planned developments, and Area 
Structure Plans.  We have read through both APS, and the following points stand out to us. 

• Wildlife corridor issues: This town already deals with a very large amount of 
human/pet/wildlife contact.  It seems the problem gets worse each year, especially as we 
have more and more visitors to the area who lack wildlife knowledge, or blatantly ignore 
rules and signage.  As this entire planned development runs along side a critical wildlife 
corridor, we don’t think the planned wildlife fence will be sufficient to curb the wildlife 
encounters.  TSMV does say that they have allowed more room than is legally required by 
the province for this area, but unfortunately the current provincial government doesn’t 
seem to be too concerned with park lands and wildlife conservation, so this doesn’t really 
hold much weight. 

• Fire mitigation:  We aren’t sure what happens if there is a catastrophic fire in the Canmore 
area, how are all the residents and visitors going to get out of town?  If there is an 
additional 10,000 people in the newly developed areas, and the fire blocks off the Three 
Sisters Parkway, all of those people and their cars are going to have to exit through 
downtown, over the bridge.  It’s already congested on long weekends with cars trying to get 
into town that way.  Watching what happened in Fort MacMurray when the residents had to 
evacuate in such a hurry, it seems like a scary prospect to add such a large volume of people 
without increasing the possibilities for a safe exit. 

• Undermined areas:  After watching the video produced by Glen Crawford, it seems as if the 
Town of Canmore is taking on an extreme risk in potential future maintenance if things do 
not go as planned at TSMV.   We already have extremely high property values and taxes to 
deal with, it will push many past the tipping point if taxpayer dollars rise at an accelerated 
rate because are on the hook to pay for potential damage which many experts say is 
inevitable, and will occur after warranties have expired.  

• Town infrastructure:  This town already seems to be bursting at the seems during busy 
seasons, and especially long weekends.  We feel that it is naïve to think that such a great 
amount of people are going to use public transit or walk or bike into town for basic services.  



Town of Canmore Council 
March 5, 2021 
Page 2 

Even if there are commercial shops and services at TSMV, people are still going to come 
downtown.  Also, bike season is only a small part of the year, the rest of the time people will 
still drive.  

We understand that development will happen, and we are not opposed to it in general, but these 
ASPs are concerning, and we oppose them, and feel they need to be revised.   

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

Jon & Karen Shand 


