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John Borrowman; Robert Seeley; Jeffrey Hilstad; Esme Comfort; Karen Marra; Joanna 
McCallum; Vi Sandford; Council; bowvalleyengage@gmail.com; Shared.MunicipalClerk 
Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-06: Opposition to TSMV ASPs

Dear Town Council, 

Iâ€™d like to add my voice to the many who oppose the TSMV development proposals currently under consideration: 
Three Sisters Village and Smith Creek. Below are a few of my personal thoughts on why this expansion is a horrible idea, 
to be taken into account along-side the plethora of supporting data presented by subject-matter experts.  

Please consider that the decision made on this proposal will be a direct reflection of the values of individual council 
members; either holding up the values of community, wilderness conservation, and our commitment to fighting climate 
change, or prioritizing the financial interests of a land developer. I urge you to reject both TSMV ASPs outright, and 
know with confidence that you have the support of the community in doing so. 

1. On climate change: The following components of the TSMV ASPs are blatantly contrary to the townâ€™s climate
emergency that was declared little more than one year ago.

 Abandoning our previously established growth boundary
 Urban sprawl
 Rezoning land that is currently meant for conservation
 Pasting a network of mineshafts
 Adding a large number of dwellings that will serve as non-primary residences

An overarching root cause that has lead us into this state of emergency is a society that measures the success of a 
municipality/nation/etc based on its rate of economic growth. Continuous growth is in no way sustainable, and we must 
change our collective mindset to redefine success. In Canmoreâ€™s case; by sense of community, stewardship of our 
land, and the wellbeing of our wildlife.  

2. On wildlife: I live on the north side of town, just down the hill from the Silvertip golf course, and the wildlife in
our residential area is abundant. Foxes, coyotes, deer and black bears have all been spotted on the street. It is
not uncommon for 20+ elk to travel through my backyard at a time. It is an amazing sight to be sure, but it
saddens me to see them stress out when I happen upon them accidentally. It is clear that we have already
encroached on the natural habitat of these animals, and they are running out of space to move freely
throughout the valley. We pride ourselves on being a â€œWild-Smartâ€  community that lives in harmony with
the wildlife, but the TSMV proposal reduces their space needed for mobility to a bare minimum. The data on
how the new developments would overlap with current wolf and grizzly patterns are especially disturbing.

3. On undermining The problems concerning the old mine shafts underneath the proposed development area are
numerous and carry with them unknown and unreliable outcomes with large consequences, ie the
environmental impact associated with mitigation measures, the liability of potential structure failures, and the
question of who will bear responsibility for those damages. I was living in Calgary in 2013 when floods left a
path of destruction along the Bow Valley and into the prairies. Hindsight was 20/20, with many voices echoing
â€œwhy did they ever build houses on a floodplain?â€  Today we have an opportunity to learn from past
mistakes and act with the foresight to anticipate a likely disaster. Otherwise in the coming decades, we may well
hear a chorus of â€œwhy did they ever build on top of abandoned mines?â€



2

4. On community: Itâ€™s been heartbreaking to see friends leaving town, priced out of the community they grew
up in as Canmore has shifted towards a weekend mountain getaway destination for the wealthy. The
developments of the past decade have pushed away long-time permanent residents, while attracting part-time
vacationers looking for a 2nd/3rd/4th home. I see no reason why this trend would not continue with the new
TSMV developments. It will not only double the total population of Canmore, but also the number of residences
that sit empty most of the time. To be clear, I believe that everyone (vacation home owners, tourists, short term
and seasonal residents) should be welcome to share in this wonderful town. However, in order to maintain a
strong community, the town must protect the interests of long term residents; both those who are already
established and those who intend to make Canmore their home. These are the people who are the core of the
community, who truly love this town and care deeply about its wellbeing.

Thank you, Mitchell Sharpe Canmore, AB 

-- Mitchell Sharpe  
mitch.sharpe@gmail.com 


