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To: Shared.MunicipalClerk <shared.MunicipalClerk@canmore.ca>
Dear Mayor and council members of Canmore,

I am writing as a concerned Canmore resident and community member to voice my 
opposition to the Area Structure Plans (ASPs) proposed by Three Sisters Mountain Village 
(TSMV), and to encourage you to consider the long-term consequences and legacy of 
approving them.

I am a settler and a US citizen; an immigrant and temporary resident of Canada; a M.Sc. 
student researching snow hydrology in montane forests. It is critical to acknowledge that 
the land on which I live and work, and the land on which the TSMV developments are 
proposed, are traditional meeting grounds and homes of many indigenous peoples -- 
including those of the Blackfoot Confederacy comprising the Kainai, Piikani, and Siksika First 
Nations, Tsuut'ina Nation, and the Stoney Nakota First Nations of Bearspaw, Chiniki, and 
Wesley. The Bow Valley also carries traditional significance for the Mountain Cree clan of 
Peechee, the Métis People, and the Dené of the far north and far south, and is federally 
recognized as Treaty 7 territory.

It is similarly critical to acknowledge the non-human beings who call this valley their home 
-- and in particular the elk, wolves, cougars, bears, coyotes, and deer whose livelihoods rely 
on their ability to successfully migrate through the Bow Valley -- and those who rely on 
them such as the many plants whose seeds are distributed by their foraging.

The legacies carried by these communities exist only because chains of tradition have 
persisted, however strained, through generations to the present moment. So many of the 
connections I have formed in my opportunity to live in Canmore are hung on these same 
chains of tradition.

The proposed ASPs by TSMV stand to sever the longstanding chains of traditional migration 
of large mammals through the Bow Valley, between Banff National Park and Kananaskis 
Country, by taking from the little space left designated for conservation and wildlife without 
regard for the long term consequences. The proposed development forces wildlife onto 
slopes shown to be too steep for effective wildlife travel, too narrow for unconstrained 
movement, and too close to proposed developments to be undisturbed.

The consequences of severing these ties are far reaching -- from reduced genetic diversity 
in isolated animal populations to diminished opportunities for people of all ages to learn 
about the need for humans and animals to coexist. By rejecting these proposals, you are 
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rejecting a legacy of fragmentation and unsustainable growth. By rejecting these proposals, 
you are planting seeds for a legacy of connection.

Thank you for considering the long term implications of this decision.
Sincerely,
Cob Staines
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