
March 5, 2021 

 

Mayor Borrowman and Town Council 

RE: Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021 -06 
 TSMV  
  

Sent Via Email: municipalclerk@canmore.ca 

Dear Mayor and Council, 

Please accept this letter as a letter of opposition of the Three Sisters Mountain Village proposal.  I do 

not believe that this proposal presents a net benefit to the residents of Canmore of today, or of the 

future. 

Specifically, when we consider the three pillars of sustainability I do not believe that this proposal fulfills 

what is required in any of the pillars. First, with respect to the economic pillar, I do not see any sizeable 

economic gain to Canmore from this proposal.  At a time that Canmore is attempting to diversify its 

economy, this proposal is adding yet another hotel and ‘resort centre’. While I understand there has 

been chatter with respect to retail clients, it is just that, chatter.  There is no guarantee and I foresee 

one of two things, either the developer returns to council to ask for an amendment to the proposal; 

specifically, a change to more residential as they could not secure commercial partners; or the 

commercial space remains empty which contributes nothing to the tax base either through direct 

taxation or new jobs.  This leaves residential taxpayers having to cover the cost of the infrastructure 

required for the development.  This is not even considering the liabilities to taxpayers at both the 

municipal and provincial level of development on undermined areas.  

Next, with respect to the social pillar of sustainability; while the Town of Canmore has done a 

commendable job creating opportunity for purchase of below market housing for Canmore residents, 

there is a big difference between that and what is truly affordable – i.e., 33% of income. While the 

commitment of TSMV to have 20% of the residential development available at below market value, we 

need to recognize that is simply filling one market niche – from what I have witnessed, often 

management level tourism and hospitality employees and/or families that are still working multiple jobs 

(often two full-time jobs) which is not a benefit to our community well-being.  We often speak of the 

fabric of our community and creating a community of 20% below market residencies and 80% market is 

simply creating more dark window communities in our broader Canmore community.  Without more job 

opportunities in Canmore, these residents will either work remotely at high paying jobs based in Calgary, 

or commute to high paying jobs in Calgary, and those are the few that will chose to live here 

permanently as opposed to being part time residents.  If this is the community we build, what 

ramifications does that have for our schools, for sponsorship of our local sports teams, for a ‘connected 

community’; or is that side of Canmore simply a bedroom community for Calgary, while the people who 

work in Canmore commute from Cochrane and Calgary, where there is opportunity for affordable 

homes.  
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Last, but certainly not least, this development by no means is a benefit to the environment pillar of 

sustainability.  We simply cannot continue to build in areas that pushes wildlife further and further out 

of their traditional habitat. While anecdotal, there are already problems with ranchers to the east 

experiencing  more livestock/wildlife encounters, with a loss of livestock. Residents wanting a recreation 

home in Canmore should not be putting the livelihood of others in jeopardy. There will be more 

negative human/wildlife encounters as well as more wildlife/vehicle encounters.  Wildlife is not just a 

‘nice’ thing to have.  It is my understanding that when animal species begin to reach extinction, it can 

directly affect human health as there tends to be a rise in disease if buffer species disappear.  In addition 

to this, we need to consider forest fire, water; every element of our environment will be negatively 

impacted with this proposal. 

 

This letter barely scratches the surface; but it provides information to deem that the TSMV proposal is 

not a benefit to Canmore citizens of today or the future.  Please, do what is right for this community and 

do not allow this proposal to proceed. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Brenda Stanton 
212, 505 Spring Creek Drive 
Canmore, Alberta 
T1W 0C5 
403-679-3340 
 

 


