
March 4, 2021 

To: municipal.clerk@canmore.ca 

Re: Bylaw 2021-05, Bylaw 2021-06 

 

Dear Mayor Borrowman and Town Council, 

I am writing to share my concern about the above two Bylaws currently being considered by 
Town Council. My perspective is that of a public engagement professional with a rich history of 
involvement in and contribution to public dialogue in the town of Canmore, including 
facilitation of the Mining the Future process and numerous other discussions about sensitive 
local issues. My main concern is the lack of meaningful process for engaging Canmore residents 
in this important community decision.  

The scope and scale of the TSMV development proposals for Three Sisters Village and Smith 
Creek have clearly touched a nerve in our community and led to public outcry and grassroots 
involvement at a scale that we have not experienced in Canmore in many years.  Strong 
expressions of outrage such as this usually mean that people’s interests are being impacted by 
the potential change and that important values such as quality of life, financial security and 
community fabric could be affected. 

Having worked extensively with the people of Canmore during the Mining the Future 
engagement process, I am keenly aware of the necessity of meaningfully engaging Canmore 
residents in issues that have the potential to deeply affect their lives. While TSMV has engaged 
the public in the development of their proposals, my concern is that their efforts were not 
sufficient to address the significant public need. I feel that the Town of Canmore also has a 
responsibility to create further opportunities for public engagement on this issue given the 
potential for significant changes to our overall community and quality of life.  

What could ‘meaningful engagement’ look like in this case? That people who are interested in 
and affected by a decision of this magnitude are not only given a chance to submit their views 
via a letter or a presentation at a public hearing, but also given an opportunity to participate 
with their fellow citizens in a process of learning, dialogue and solution building that generates 
a collective sense of direction. Such a dialogue with Canmore citizens can result in solutions 
that are developed through inclusion of a range of perspectives. This could greatly benefit Town 
Council by providing them with a more solid sense of what the entire community might accept, 
and what it will not. 

Thank you, 

Carole Stark 

cstark926@gmail.com 
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