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Dear Mayor Borrowman and Town Councillors: 

I am a full-time Canmore resident, and have invested considerable time and effort to learn as much as possible 
about the latest TSMV development proposal. One conclusion is clear: this submission seeks to circumvent several 
of our community’s basic values, as expressed in the MDP and certain bylaws, in order to create a massive urban 
development that would fit better into a large city than our mountain home. 

I have chosen to live in Canmore for many reasons, including proximity to the natural world and shared values 
with an engaged citizenry. The quality of life I enjoy here has been made possible in part through a succession of 
wise decisions made by successive town councils. There is no doubt in my mind that approval of the TSMV 
proposal would compromise that quality of life. 

As often happens when I speak about Canmore, “quality of life” keeps coming up — but what is it? It’s sharing this 
increasingly congested valley with the wildlife that lives in and moves through it; it's providing a range of housing 
opportunities that allow residents with varying degrees of financial security to live here; it’s planning and 
approving development aimed at enhancing our community rather than simply expanding it in terms of both 
numbers and footprint. 

This latest TSMV proposal would significantly increase congestion in the Bow Valley and further restrict wildlife 
movement. It would worsen the long-term affordable housing situation by filling some of our town’s last vacant 
land with mostly mid- to high-range housing units; the small percentage of lower-priced units is woefully 
inadequate to meet the increased housing demand for service and retail workers that such a huge development 
would create. As for enhancing the life of our community, I fail to see how doubling Canmore’s population would 
represent a positive step in this direction (even, or especially, if many of the new owners would likely be absent 
much of the year). 

Your deliberations and decisions with respect to the TSMV proposal will determine not only Canmore’s permanent 
footprint and its impact on wildlife, but also the quality of life that I as a full-time resident cherish and hope will 
continue to evolve for generations to come. 

I trust that most of you understand and would agree with much of what I’ve written here, and that you will rise to 
the occasion by prioritizing the natural world that makes the Bow Valley so special, and the quality of life that we 
residents value, over this massive urban expansion that will threaten both. 

Sincerely, 
Glen Taylor 
 Canmore, AB  


