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Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-06

Breanna Temple  Wed 2021-03-17 12:48 AM

To: Shared.MunicipalClerk <shared.MunicipalClerk@canmore.ca>

Hello,

This letter is in follow-up to an email I wrote on March 3rd. Thanks for hearing me a second time. 

I have watched many hours and countless presentations over the last week regarding the TSMV ASPs, and have been completely wrapped
up in my thoughts about these proposals and the amazing articulate, educated, intelligent, well-considered and thoughtful presentations I
have witnessed.

What has somewhat ironically stood out to me though, in this process, are the few moments that council and the mayor have spoken. And
when they have, what has been said has illuminated something very important, to me.

Below are some examples of phrases that have stuck with me, in quotes but are really only paraphrased.

"Unfortunately we don't have that tool at our disposal"
"It's outside our purview"
"I don't think the citizens of Canmore understand____"
"Do you have ideas on how we can address affordable housing issues"
"We're not even recognized under the constitution"
"Please write your MLA and the province"
"Don't stop pursuing these issues"
"Consider running for council"
"Thank you for illuminating this for us"

It occurs to me:
Our council needs better support.

Our council simply cannot, alone, address all the issues on our plates because they lack the tools, authority, jurisdiction, or broader
provincial and federal governmental support.

Council does have the authority to reject these ASPs, but for what recourse? It occurs to me that while approving these ASPs would cause
irreparable harm to the community and wildlife, rejecting them also does not solve the problems we face. 
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I know in my heart that the mayor and members of council want the best for this town, and are wholly committed to working to make
positive change. What they lack is the support to be as effective as they could be if they were fully armed and ready for battle. 

What I would like to say is, please oppose these ASPs so you can at least give some time for these supports a chance to be fought for. You
surely have many other more citable reasons to object and not this alone. This is the last remaining developable land the town has, or
most of, as I have heard. What a shame it would be to throw our hands up in the air and say, "I guess we'll just have to be an unsustainable
resort town for the wealthy, but at least it'll get us a few PAH, maybe", when opportunity might be knocking not so far away as we might
believe. If in 5, 10, 15 years we find ourselves in a time where we could actually protect our diverse local working individuals and
families and create real meaningful affordable housing, we would surely have lost an amazing opportunity if these lands were
already approved as these current ASPs propose.

Maybe it's time we seriously consider creating a space for the many people in town who are also seriously concerned about our affordable
housing problem to come up with some real actionable steps and solutions, and to help lobby for our interests. As Ron Casey pointed out,
we are an exceptional community in that we face exceptional challenges that require exceptional solutions. We can't really accept  status
quo if we really want to achieve a sustainable diverse well-rounded and well-rooted community. We simply are not armed and ready to
accept any new ASPs, frankly, and certainly not these of this magnitude that will effectively bring us to the end of the line.  

I really feel for you, council, and your obvious want to help, but I have seen more clearly now the ways in which your hands are tied. It
seems to me the burden has fallen on you to find solutions alone.  I think we should change this. 

Thanks for all the hard work you have done and will continue to do. 

Breanna

Get Outlook for Android

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faka.ms%2FAAb9ysg&data=04%7C01%7Cshared.MunicipalClerk%40canmore.ca%7C520f468a138c4aafd64108d8e910aceb%7C5be4d9ec982245ed96d47d162ffab3bd%7C1%7C0%7C637515605118147881%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=zDS8k72iWKFJvffhfllEjU4NG7QMVdowKIwTyxkCXjw%3D&reserved=0

