
  

05 March 2021. 

 

To Whom This May Concern, 

 

As a resident in the TSMV it is my pleasure to write a letter of support for the Three Sisters Mountain 
Village Area Structure Plan.  I have resided in the valley for 21 years, raised a family and supported many 
local businesses, restaurants, daycares, schools, recreation programs, local trades & social events 
throughout the years.  

Small towns with strong economic performance share several key industries: travel, tourism & 
recreation. Many of these traits are the main reasons residents & non-residents alike invest in and 
choose to call Canmore home.  It is essential for education, entrepreneurship, physical infrastructure & 
social infrastructure to all play an equally important role while considering development of newer 
regions.  

It is also essential that the community of Canmore achieves their goals for growth and development 
while maintaining their distinctive character in a smart way as ultimately growth is inevitable.  Since my 
move to the valley there has been lots of change. This change has introduced Canmore to a wider 
audience. Many of these people wish to visit, adore and create memories with their loved ones. We rely 
on these people as a tourist town. This is how we make our living; our businesses thrive and we create 
our social bonds & networks.  Additional development provides opportunity to keep these people in 
Canmore for a few more days. Give them options and opportunities to explore more neighbourhoods 
offering retail, restaurants & recreation outlets which are enjoyable. Currently the availability 
downtown does not meet the demand. Often there are line-ups, waiting lists, frustration and irritability 
which results in the tourist moving along, avoiding & ultimately leaving the area (loss of business on 
multiple levels) with potential negative impact on social messaging.  

Others want to invest and raise their families. They see the desirability of mountain life. These are the 
people who contribute to the all-things Canmore and ideally would like their children and grandchildren 
to stay and live in the valley as well.  Housing options in a range of income levels can make this 
achievable. Convenience of retail, grocery & gas also makes this desirable.  

Smart growth encourages growth where businesses can thrive & families can live close to their daily 
destinations. Creating tourist attractions that bring investments into the local economy, providing places 
for recreation while preserving open space and ensuring polices are in place that support walking, biking 
& public transit while connecting our neighbourhoods and enhancing community. The Three Sisters 
Mountain Village Structure Plan has implemented a plan, a smart plan, that checks all of these boxes 
responsibly. 

I truly commend the TSMV group for their efforts to consistently address & overcome the hurdles 
presented to them by the province, municipality & residents. They invested in multiple professional 
market analysis’ & assessment studies and implemented their finding into the planning.  They have 
remained true to their vision while addressing environmental stewardship, conservation strategies, 



economic development, housing diversity & transportation adaptability all while being as transparent as 
possible.   This speaks volumes to their dedication and does not go unnoticed.  

 

Regan Tewnion 

Resident of Canmore since 2000 

 


