
Dear Mayor Borrowman, Councillors:

“Elected officials are partners with citizens, not suppliers.
The most useful role that elected officials can perform is to bring citizens together.”

~ Peter Block, “Community, The Structure of Belonging”

Thank you for bringing so many of us together to express our views and to listen deeply
to the expert wisdom and carefully considered opinions of the citizens of Canmore and
the Bow Valley. Your accommodation and patient listening were noticed and
appreciated.

After listening to hours of the online hearing process, I feel compelled to respond to the
concerns and understanding of community. I draw on the expertise of community
builder and author, Peter Block, to elucidate my thoughts:

“Local government has two primary responsibilities.
One is to sustain and improve the infrastructure of its community:

roads, traffic, transportation, public safety, code enforcement,
economic development, master planning, environment, and more.”

You heard from a wide range of experts who spoke to all of these infrastructure
concerns with passionate eloquence. Wildlife corridors, undermining, road congestion,
building codes, the climate emergency, adherence to Mining the Future and the MDP
were addressed with well-researched data. I echo the concerns of those who voiced
their opposition to the TSMV ASPs in their current form in light of these issues.

“The other role of local government is to build the social fabric of the community.
Officials are in a key position to engage citizens in the well-being of the city.

Leadership has the job of caring for the common good, for the well-being of all.”

You heard about the flaws in the social fabric of Canmore addressed with
heart-breaking honesty by Adam Linnard and others. Over the 36 years we’ve lived
here, Canmore’s population has skewed increasingly to the privileged and wealthy,
sending young families and empty nesters looking elsewhere for a place they can afford
to live. Our Morley neighbours who used to shop alongside us in Marra’s and the Saan
Store now go to Cochrane to meet their shopping needs. While affordable merchandise
is one reason, I was deeply concerned to hear from a Stoney Nakoda resident that they
seldom come here because they don’t feel welcome in Canmore. In a sidewalk
conversation with a wealthy Three Sisters home owner, I was shocked to hear him refer



to low paid service workers  as “those people” and suggest they could live in Dead
Man’s Flats or Exshaw. Yes, there is classism and racism in Canmore as referenced by
Mr. Linnard, both overt and at times systemic.

Robert Putnam, author of Bowling Alone, did extensive research to find out why some
towns were “more democratic, more economically successful, had better health, and
experienced better educational achievement.” He discovered that the one thing that
characterized the more successful towns was the extent of their social capital - a
widespread sense of community among its citizens which bred mutual assistance and
trust between neighbours; connections woven through social networks that include
different types of people.

TSMV, like every business, clearly wants to make a good return on their investment and
sees the proposed developments through the lens of profitability. Please invite TSMV to
view their ASPs through the lens of community, and to demonstrate how they will
contribute to building and sustaining the social fabric of community ~ an inclusive
community that includes people of varying ethnicities and income levels, as well as our
Stoney Nakoda neighbours and the four-legged creatures that have roamed this valley
for millennia.

Thank you for your time and service to our community.

Sincerely,

Jan Tissandier
2 - 825 7th Street
403 678-2233


