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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Phil Villeneuve 
March 1, 2021 10:28 AM
John Borrowman
Council; bowvalleyengage@gmail.com; Shared.MunicipalClerk; Robert Seeley; Jeffrey 
Hilstad; Esme Comfort; Karen Marra; Joanna McCallum; Vi Sandford
AGAINST TSMV:  Reference Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-06

Dear Mayor Borrowman and Town Councillors –  

Re:  AGAINST Development Proposals from Three Sisters Mountain Village. 

I live in Canmore – this is my home.  

I moved here to ski as part of the National Cross-Country ski team program in 1995… and now 
feel privileged to call this my home.  Over time, I started a sales agency (base here in 
Canmore) specializing in selling sporting goods which now supports numerous shops in 
Canmore and the Bow Valley.  So would I benefit from Canmore’s growth…?  Absolutely – but 
this decision should not be about financial gains, it should be about community responsibility 
– and protecting the very core of what Canmore represents.

Canmore’s proximity to some of the most scenic views in the world, it’s active minded 
community and access to trails for biking, running and hiking adventures, makes it a special 
place.   Like most mountain communities – Canmore has seen its share of evolution over the 
years – and although I’m not against development – I do stand firmly AGAINST the Three 
Sisters Mountain Village (TSMV) proposals.  There are serious issues surrounding TSMV’s 
proposals and it seems very clear that their motivation for development is based on greed, 
with little to no understanding of our community’s values. 

Here are my concerns: 

 State of Climate Emergency:  On Oct 1, 2020 – The Town of Canmore declared a state
of Climate Emergency – have you forgotten this already?  Please explain to me how
clearing more forests & green spaces simply to build more homes is supposed to help
strive towards a ‘greener’ Canmore?   Our forest resources are growing thin as it is…
and cutting down one of the only tools we have to rid ourselves of greenhouse gases is
not taking a step in the right direction.  Instead, let’s be progressive, and partner with a
developer that wants to build green communities and strive to reduce our carbon
footprint, not to mention housing families that choose Canmore as their home.



2

 Wildlife corridor – I walk, run, ride, hike, ski and play on the local trails every single day 
– and the interaction with wildlife is something I look forward to – elk, deer, coyote, 
hares, birds and squirrels are regular encounters – or the less visible (but always 
present) bears, martens, cougars and wolves … evident by the signs and tracks they 
leave behind. This is THEIR home. There is no room for exceptions here – ALL wildlife 
needs to move freely.  The fence (hard border) along the proposed project is not a 
viable option – but only serves the developer to maximize their footprint.  What if a 
bear climbs the fence – like they do in Banff…What if a coyote or wolf crosses the cattle 
guard - like they do in Banff…  Who will maintain and pay for the fence once the project 
is completed?  Canmore doesn’t have a dedicated wildlife mgmt. program – who will 
cover these extra costs – certainly not TSMV.  Like us, animals choose the path of least 
resistance to move – and being pushed up against steep rocky-treed terrain is not 
considered a corridor!  

 

 Trails and Park Management – Part of the reason Canmore generates so much tourism 
is for its access to our beautiful trails.  The corridor between Peaks, the (current) Three 
Sisters Village and Stewart Creek offers countless connector trails, like Loki Trail to 
access other great areas in our valley.  By clearing these lands - TSMV’s plans of ‘urban 
trails’ may work for the outdoor enthusiasts that visit our town, but will not appeal to 
the broader group of riders that come to our community to enjoy our ‘core’ trail 
network.  What of the popular trailheads that saw massive increase this past 
summer.  If you took the time to walk past these trailheads this past summer – you 
would have noted the numerous overflowing garbage bins – with fast food garbage, 
coffee cups and soiled diapers on the ground, not to mention the erratic driving and 
parking near the trailheads… who will manage the increase of traffic in these access 
points when we can barely manage our own current traffic…  

 
 Undermining on Three Sisters 

Lands:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SW3TlreWLOw&feature=youtu.be  I’ll let 
this video speak for me… If you haven’t watched it already – please do – it’s quite 
enlightening.  These lands were earmarked for a golf course for a very specific reason, 
because the ground underneath is literally riddled with tunnels and gaps.  Do we really 
want to build home, roadways and other structures here?  TSMV’s solution of building 
‘around’ the high risk areas is NOT a solution.  TSMV’s solution of ‘filling’ the suspect 
areas with THOUSAND OF POUNDS of cement – REALLY??? – I don’t claim to know 
much about geology but that can’t be good… This is NOT a solution.   Again I ask… do 
we really want to take a chance to build here?  Are you prepared to destroy so many 
ecosystems just for greed?   
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I plead to you as good humans – of good REPRESENTATIVES of this community to make the 
right decision and REJECT THIS PROPOSAL.  Like the TSMV lands – it is riddled with holes and 
gaps and will destroy the very thing that makes Canmore our home.   
 
Let’s find a sustainable and progressive solution to these lands – together.   
  
Thanks for reading- 
 
Phil Villeneuve 

 

 

 
 


