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Opposition to Development Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-06

Dear Mayor and Councillors: 

I have lived in the Crowsnest Pass for the past 17 years. I have become very aware of the importance of the Eastern 
Slopes of the Rocky Mountains for humans and wildlife. 

There are only a few east-west corridors across these mountains for both people and wildlife. Unfortunately, it is 
consistently the wildlife who are squeezed out. It has been well documented by researchers that wide natural corridors 
are essential for wildlife movement between breeding grounds and feeding opportunities. These corridors are also 
essential for animals to access others of the same species in a different geographical area to ensure a diverse gene pool 
and the enhanced health and welfare of the species. The animals at the highest risk are the ones with the largest 
territories, the large carnivores such as grizzly bear, wolves, cougars, and wolverines. 

I was a member of the Municipal Planning Commission for the Municipality of the Crowsnest Pass for almost nine years 
and the Chairperson for almost three years, ending in 2015. I was instrumental in making major revisions to the Land-
Use Bylaw during that time. I understand the pressures exerted on Municipal Councils by developers who own land and 
want to profit from it, in spite of the negative consequences for the physical environment or wildlife.  

I urge you to deny the development applications in Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-06. I also urge you to resist the temptation 
to approve these applications with specific conditions. Conditional approvals often cause unexpected consequences 
that are difficult to predict ahead of time. Conditional approvals also please no one, the proponents or those opposed 
to the applications. 

Please consider these applications in light of your Development Plan, your hopes for the future well-being of your 
community, and existing research that demonstrates the precarious existence of wildlife when confronted with valleys 
that are so completely developed there are virtually no places for animals to travel without encountering humans. 

Thank you for considering my perspective. 
Sincerely,  

Susan Wagner 
PO Box 100, Crowsnest Pass,  
Hillcrest Mines, Alberta, Canada 
T0K 1C0 
Cell: 403-582-0009 
wagner.susan@icloud.com 


