
Why TSMV should NOT go ahead as planned.

By Brendan Walsh, Age 13
Canmore Resident



My name is Brendan Walsh and I have lived in Canmore all my life. I turn 13 in May 
of this year. I live on a house on the west side of Cougar Creek.

I have three points I would like to make as to why TSMV should not go ahead.



I remember back in the spring of 2013 when the flood happened. I remember 
my dad and I walking to the creek and watching the backhoes work tirelessly 
to keep the damage as minimal as possible. 



I also remember that my had an emergency appendectomy. My 
grandma came out to visit to help my dad take care of my 
sister, Caroline and I. Just after my mum got her surgery the 
flood hit and over 220 millimeters of water fell in just under 36 
hours. My mum was trying to make it home to us and she 
couldn't because the roads were blocked. She struggled to 
make it home and eventually walked home in a garbage bag 
with cutouts for arms.



I fear that similar things may happen if TSMV goes ahead. 
It may not happen in the form of a flood or a mother 
walking home in a garbage bag, but it may happen in 
such a way that the ground swallows up the road and 
cars can't get by to get home. 

This hypothesis is my first reason why the TSMV project 
should go ahead.



I believe that due to severe undermining in the area the 
ground will collapse. I have two reasons as to why.



One: there have been cases where the ground has 
collapsed and has almost swallowed up houses. If 
a house did get swallowed up and sunk into the 
ground, Canmore taxpayers would pay for the 
damage and filling the sinkhole.



Two: the supports that hold up hundreds of tons of dirt 
and rock is made from 4x4 pieces of wood. From my 
experiences with 4x4 and other woods, they rot after a 
certain amount time being exposed to water and moist 
soil. I am truly scared to see what would happen if the 
area TSMV develops, collapses with houses or resorts 
on top.



My second reason as to why TSMV 
should not go ahead is that wildlife 
corridors are necessary for wildlife to 
thrive and survive.



Wildlife need these 
necessary corridors. 
With the current ASPs in 
place set by TSMV, the 
wildlife corridors are not 
wide enough to support 
the minimum standards 
as many people have 
made it clear to me on 
the online presentations. 
Wildlife experts have 
argued and debated for 
bigger wildlife 
passageway standards. 
For those debates to be 
ignored would be wrong. 
I hope Mayor 
Borrowman and council 
will see this mistake not 
allow it.



Three: Our Indigenous 
people have fought for their 
lands. Since 1877 Treaty 7 
has been established to 
protect First Nation lands. I 
know that the First Nations 
would like to have input on 
such a big development such 
as TSMV. 



The First Nations have been mistreated since 
the Europeans found Canada and established 
settlements. We have been trying to make 
amends of those relationships to fix our 
mistakes. For this reason I believe that the 
TSMV project should not go ahead.



Thank you for your time!!!


