
Mayor Borrowman and Town Councillors                                                                     March 3,2021 

Re: proposed Bylaws 2021-5 and 2021-6 

I am writing to ask you to please not accept the Three Sisters Mountain Village plan as presented. 

For many years this group have been coming back with more and more outrageous plans, that never 

seem to have anything meaningful to offer the Town, the valley, the wildlife or the environment. This 

isn’t against development of any kind but it is about sustainability, quality of life and the environment in 

the valley and Town of Canmore. 

The proposal goes on and on about all the wonderful things it will bring? There does not seem to be 

much said about many things that will have very long lasting and negative effects on all of us and future 

generations. 

 A few of these that need a lot of consideration would be: 

• The huge issue of undermining. The liability, the costs, the safety issues. It is not possible to dig 

holes for a hundred or so years and then decide to just fill it back in or just ignore it and carry on 

like it never happened. 

• The huge issue of wildlife. If we value living with wildlife, and I believe we do, then we have an 

obligation to do whatever it takes to make that work. We can not keep shrinking wildlife 

corridors just because someone wants to put in a subdivision or maybe a hotel. We must also 

consider the incredible cost and liability involved with any wildlife fencing. They will build the 

fence but the far bigger cost of maintaining it will be our dime. 

• The huge issue of population. This valley seems to be pushing its limits now. What if we double 

the population? Affordable housing is a big issue now. If TSMV actually did follow through and  

build something commercial, where are staff going to live? The way I read the TSMV answer to 

that leaves the Town in a costly situation of having to purchase any of those “at cost” units 

within a time frame or they go on the open market. I do not see this as much of a solution. 

There are also the traffic, the infrastructure, transportation issues for a project this large. 

• The huge issue of environment and climate change. We have set goals and I fail to see this scale 

of development helping us achieve anything in that direction. 

• The huge issue of extending Town boundaries to include the Smith Creek area. It sounds and 

appears that this is a done deal. That area, if added would incur a lot of major costs such as 

roads, services of all kinds and at what benefit to the Town of Canmore. If the Smith Creek plan 

went ahead, how would this effect our present water and sewage treatment systems? Who pays 

for upgrades? I realize that TSMV have rights as owners but with rights come obligations. They 

have to be sustainable and responsible. No one has the right to change the very nature and 

fabric of a community just for profit. 

You as our elected officials have the duty and the power to make them go back and redesign 

something that is sustainable financially, ethically and environmentally. We have only this valley, not 

the sprawl area of say Calgary, to work with. If we mess this up, all will lose big time…except TSMV 

and their like. PLEASE DO THE RIGHT THING……. reject this as it stands. 

Respectfully, David Webster 


