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Concerns about the Three Sisters Mountain Village proposal

Dear Town Council; 

My name is Jennifer Willans. I am a new resident of Canmore. My husband and I moved here in December 
2020.  

On your website, there is a mention of the 2017 Citizen Satisfaction Survey. It states that top of mind issues for 
Canmore residents include Wildlife corridors, Growth and Development, and Socia (affordable/available 
housing, cost of living). 

I am very concerned that the Town Council is prepared to accept the Three Sisters Mountain Village proposal as 
it currently stands.  

I think there are a number of issues that need to be addressed before the town should consider this proposal.  

I will list my concerns here: 

Wildlife corridor: 
1. The proposed wildlife corridor seems too narrow. If this is a top of mind issue for Canmore residents, then
the Town Council needs to give this section of the proposal top priority.  

2. The proposed fencing will become a significant financial burden for the town of Canmore and it's residents. I
think that the developer should be held responsible for the cost of maintaining the fencing should this be the 
solution the town council accepts.  

3. As this has been identified as a top priority for Canmore residents, the wildlife corridors should be given
legal land designation BEFORE any lane use approvals are granted. In my opinion, it is unacceptable to change 
the status of lands presently zoned for conservation of wildlands.  

Undermining 
1. I was shocked to hear of the significant undermining in this area, in particular the abandoned golf course. It
doesn't make sense why anyone would want to build residential buildings on the worst of the undermined 
lands.  

2. I was also shocked to hear of the extremely limited liability of the developer. If the development on these
high risk areas were to proceed, the liability of the developer would have to be increased substantially. It needs 
to represent what it would actually cost if there was damage to the town and residential infrastructure. 
Otherwise, Canmore and Alberta taxpayers will be on the hook. It is too easy for developers to become 
"bankrupt" and avoid their responsibility. I understand there are already several sinkholes in the area. Why 
wouldn't we expect to see more sinkholes develop? 

Commercial spaces being "overpromised" 



2

1. It is my understanding that the Three Sisters Mountain Village had proposed significant commercial 
development in 2004 and this was never developed as promised. Why does the Town Council think it will be 
any different this time around? This will be a significant consideration when estimating the tax revenue from 
this proposal.  
 
Urban Sprawl 
1. This proposal is going to create significant urban sprawl. Servicing costs increase with every km that 
separates a new development from the downtown core. Urban sprawl makes places less liveable and makes 
people more dependent on vehicles. Urban sprawl will increase the environmental impact of the town. Again, 
referring to the results of the 2017 citizen satisfaction survey, how we grow and develop is top of mind for 
Canmore Citizens. I hope the Town Council considers whether this is how we want to grow as a town? 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Jennifer Willans 
 
 


