
 

 

HUGH WILLIAMSON 

19 CREEKSIDE MEWS 
CANMORE, ALBERTA 

 

February 28, 2021 

Mayor and Council 

 

Let me first applaud Council’s facilitation of a 
comprehensive public consultation process with 
respect of the two ASPs now before Council for 
approval.  However, be clear that public consultation is 
not a substitute for your appropriate discharge of your 
public duty.  All things considered the overwhelming 
public interest demands these two ASPs be rejected. 

My wife and I have done our utmost to apprise 
ourselves as to the facts, through review of the relevant 
materials on the Three Sisters Mountain Village 
(TSMV) website, the Town’s website and attendance 
at information sessions sponsored by Bow Valley 
Engage. I dare say that all residents of this very special 
community, with its fragile and very unique ecosystem, 
recognize that there are very few mountain 
communities in the world that possess the unique 
attributes of Canmore. This massive development will 
forever change for the worse the unique nature and 
culture of this community. 

The negative impacts of doubling the size of the 
Community, further restricting necessary wildlife 



 

 

migration (in the important, already restricted, corridor 
key to survival of many unique species), adding to the 
congestion and traffic in a fragile environment, adding 
to greenhouse gasses (as the climate change 
challenge remains unmet) and irresponsibly allowing 
construction of homes and town infrastructure on 
undermined lands, cannot be and is not outweighed by 
any questionable claims respecting the provision of 
affordable housing or the mitigation residential taxes 
through commercial development.  

The proposed, but not promised, provision of 
meaningful levels of affordable housing is a laudable 
objective but far from a certainty and clearly on its own 
does not outweigh the negative aspects of this massive 
development. Experience, in Canmore and elsewhere, 
clearly demonstrates that promises of commercial 
development reducing residential taxes never 
materializes. 

I support modest environmentally responsible 
development of this special community where the 
benefits clearly outweigh the costs.  The TSMV 
developments proposed in the ASPs are clearly not 
that.  I vehemently oppose approval of the ASPs, which 
I understand are not in compliance with the existing 
Municipal Development Plan and existing bylaws.  My 
sense is that the community clearly does not support 
the approval of these ASPs, which are fatally flawed.  
As the elected representatives of the citizen’s of this 
community, it is your public duty to exercise the moral 



 

 

courage to reject TSMV proposals.  Thanks for your 
attention.  

Yours truly 

Hugh Williamson  


