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To John Borrowman and council members 
I wish to express my concerns regarding these development plans but first I want to reflect back to the flood of 2013 
which impacted not just our community but our neigbouring communities as well. I had heard the rain fall heavily 
during the night. Unaware of the damage which had occurred I drove to work that morning, stopping at Beamers for 
coffee. At the cash register there was a posting...."Canmore declares a state of emergency" The first thought I had was 
"CANMORE WILL DO ANYTHING TO KEEP ITSELF IN THE HEADLINES"  I later realized it was ,in fact, a crisis. That being 
said there is this constant need to invite visitors to this town by sharing and exposing our unique community spirit with 
its beautiful mountains and wildlife. The Skate with Santa has become so overrun with tourists in the past few years that 
no one who lives here even attends. The Quarry is likely polluted by the hundreds who swim in it and Grassi Lake trail 
has become a trail of garbage and litter.  These mountains, wildlife, and community are perceived as a haven...a 
paradise but we all know that the more numbers you bring in the less a paradise it will be. It will be wealthy second 
vacation homes(no mention of any affordable housing!) hanging on the side of the mountains and intruding on the flat 
lands of which the wildlife requires as a corridor to travel. Years ago and several  science based documents proved that 
to build on these lands would be a dangerous plan because of the undermining and the impact it would have on the 
wildlife..fires and floods. I agree with the science. And strongly disagree with allowing 14,500 more people to occupy 
the very land they envisioned as open space. So getting back to Canmore and its craving for headlines how remarkable 
would it be if the world caught the headline "Canmore Council declares State of Climate Emergency and backs this by 
disapproving of further land development and maintaining wildlife corridors" Now wouldn't that show world class 
leadership and integrity and inspire other communities. Thank you for reading and considering what is truly needed to 
sustain a healthy environment and future Susie Wingfield 


