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From: Melanie Wood
Sent: Friday, March 5, 2021 9:12 AM
To: Shared.MunicipalClerk
Subject: March 9 - TSMV / SC Public Hearing

Hello, My name is Melanie Wood and I have been living in the Bow Valley and surrounding areas since 1997. I 
am presently a stay-at-home mom, but have worked for Yoho and Banff National Park for 15 years. I am a 
High School, College and University Graduate moving out West from Ontario strictly for the mountains and 
what they hold within. I will be turning 50 next year and will have lived here for 25years. I still cannot afford to 
buy a home. I am against the proposed development of the Three Sisters unfinished golf course and I am 
against the development in Stewart Creek / Thunderstone Quarry area.  

Where do we all live? We live right next door to Canada's FIRST National Park developed in 1885. Banff 
National Parks mandate is to PRESERVE and PROTECT for FUTURE GENERATIONS. Developing the Three 
Sisters unfinished golf course and the Stewart Creek proposal in Canmore will not only destroy the fabric of 
Canmore's local community, it will threaten the wildlife's habitat and put an immense pressure on our 
neighbouring National Park and Provincial Parks. We have seen a HUGE increase of tourists visiting our towns 
and parks. In the past few years both Lake Louise and Banff both turned visitors away from the town and 
village right at the Highway #1 overpasses because the town / villages were full. What do you think will happen 
if there is an increase of 14,000 people on our trails and neighbouring communities?  

We presently live WITH wildlife. In the last few years, the number of human vs wildlife encounters has 
increased. I for one had a bear run towards me after someone fired a bear banger in The Peaks of Grassi. A 
FIREARM!!! Because we live next door to Banff National Park, we need to learn to be more like them. 
PRESERVE and PROTECT. BNP is who puts Canmore on the map. BNP is what people from all over the 
world come to see. But this proposal is threatening the habitat of the APEX wildlife that call Canmore home or 
who use the already narrow wildlife corridor. Do you remember when the wildlife fencing along the Bow Valley 
parkway created the opportunity for the wolves to drive the Big Horned Sheep into the fence. Normally those 
Big horned sheep would escape over the cliffs to safety. But the fence took the sheeps safety away and the 
sheep had no escape route. The male Big Horns were decimated by the wolves. We need to learn from those 
mistakes. We can not decrease the size of an already narrow wildlife corridor or add more human development 
within. Canmore will not have the future we all love if Canmore becomes the problem with the eradication of 
our Apex creatures. Increasing the human encounters with wildlife, decreasing the wildlife corridors, eliminating 
our APEX creatures is not what Canmore wants as its legacy.  

Creating new subdivisions or mini towns for the wealthy to come to play will not only increase the number of 
people on our streets and trails, but it will also not improve the housing crisis for us folks who cannot afford to 
buy our first home (not the third or second home), but FIRST home where I have been living for the past 25 
years. Presently, I am renting a house (where the homeowner owns 3 homes, 2 being in Canmore) after being 
asked to leave our rental home of 11 years due to COVID (landlord needed to move back in). There is a 
housing crisis. What I would like to ask of Canmore is look at what Canmore can do for the people who live 
and work here. What can you do to help those who are in need? They are who help you, serve you and make 
Canmore what it is today. I would like to ask the Town of Canmore to stop and listen to its community. Listen to 
the people speak and hear what is actually needed within the town. You can not bear the burden of making this 
enormous decision for the town. More discussions need to happen. More talks on what we as a community can 
do to help Canmore stay on the map, lessen the load on the wildlife and trails and improve for locals. I ask you 
to use the path that has been used before to interact with your citizens. Postpone decisions until proper 
discussions can be made. Use the “engagement light” process the Town usually undertakes, with display 
panels, sticky notes, clip board questionnaires and the occasional option of answering questions online. I 
oppose large development that will not significantly approve affordable housing. 
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Gerry Stephenson clearly states that the development in the Homesteads and The Peaks of Grassi were 
of low undermining concern for Residential development (low constraint) as well as the Worldmark Hotel, but 
what was of most concern and dangerous is the Stewart Creek and Three Sisters (high constraint 
and heavily undermined). Hence them being appropriate or selected for golf courses because of 
mining problems and as a golf course it would have tremendous benefit for the adjacent and already narrow 
wildlife corridor. The type of development needs to suit the type of constraint. The owner of The Three Sisters 
lands has the right to develop its lands but also has the obligation to develop in a sustainable way. Without the 
golf course and developing what the TSMV proposes would compromise all of what Canmore is and what 
remains of the wildlife and corridor. Residences should be the last thing built on this land.  Do you use the 
Lowline trail? Many in the Canmore community use the Lowline Trail not only to recreate but to travel to and 
from Canmore and Three Sisters areas. The TSMV will build right through the Lowline trail. This will result in 
more locals having to drive and park at the Canmore Nordic Centre to access trails for recreation. What is 
great about the Lowline trail is that it is accessible from many doorsteps, for teaching your children how to 
mountain bike without the hoards at the CNC, and knowing that we have this beauty in our own 
backyard. Have you walked the Guy Lafleur biking trail in Stewart Creek? Have you noted that the proposed 
school looks to be positioned in a ravine? Did you take note of all the HUGE Fir trees along that trail? Did you 
notice the number of animal tracks using the existing corridor? Did you hear the noise of the highway traffic, 
(which will only get louder with the loss of buffer of trees) and the increased volume of traffic on the roads in 
the summertime, including LOUD motorcycles? The Three Sisters Mountains Village proposals present serious 
risks to our community, our finances, and our environment. I oppose developing on land that was ruled too 
risky and unsafe to build on. I oppose squeezing critically important wildlife Corridors with development for over 
14,000 more people. 
 
People have been coming to Canmore and Banff since 1885 when Banff National Park was created. Canmore 
does not have to advertise to come to the mountains. Canmore does not have to attract tourists and visitors. 
What we do have to do is look after the people who are living and working here and listen to the wishes of us 
folks, the people who elected you. My child is in grade 6 and is learning about a representative government. I 
voted for you, which means he voted for you because he came to the ballot box with me this past election and 
the election before. A representative government LISTENS to its citizens, that is what our schools are teaching 
our kids. TO LISTEN. We can use David Attenbouroughs words with a little tweak towards Canmore. “It’s a 
crucial moment in our history. This could be a year for positive change, for ourselves, for our planet and for the 
wonderful creatures with which we SHARE it. A year the world could remember proudly and say, ‘we made 
a difference’. As we make our new years’ resolutions, let’s think about what each of us can do.” What can 
we do for Canmore?, What will Canmore's legacy be? How can we improve Canmore?, What positive changes 
can we bring forward for Canmore where we will be happy and not threaten the very existence of the wildlife 
that Banff National Park is trying to PRESERVE and PROTECTfor FUTURE GENERATIONS. It is 2021. 
BONUS we have mountains, rivers, lakes and wildlife even in OUR backyards. WE would like to keep it that 
way. Keep OUR community spirit.  
Thank you for taking the time to read and listen to my words. I feel very deeply about not overcrowding 
Canmore and its surrounding areas. There are lessons to be learnt and mistakes not to be made again. Have 
we learnt the lesson?  
 
The idea that some lives matter less is the root that is all that is wrong in the world. (Paul Farmer). 
 
 
Sincerely, 

Melanie Wood 

"Books are a uniquely portable magic". - Stephen King 
 
 
 


