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Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-06: Opposition to TSMV ASPs

Greg Wooley
Sat 2021-03-06 9:37 PM
To:  John Borrowman <John.Borrowman@canmore.ca>; Robert Seeley <rob.seeley@canmore.ca>; Jeffrey Hilstad
<Jeff.Hilstad@canmore.ca>; Esme Comfort <Esme.Comfort@canmore.ca>; Karen Marra <karen.marra@canmore.ca>; Joanna
McCallum <joanna.mccallum@canmore.ca>; Vi Sandford <vi.sandford@canmore.ca>; Council <council@canmore.ca>;
bowvalleyengage@gmail.com <bowvalleyengage@gmail.com>; Shared.MunicipalClerk <shared.MunicipalClerk@canmore.ca>

Dear Municipal Clerk,

I am writing to express my concern about Three Sisters Mountain Villageâ€™s latest development
proposals. I have lived in Canmore since 2012, and for the entirety of that time have been struck by
the deep and authentic concern that locals have for wildlife. This is a community that truly
understands that the wildlife got here first!

From my read of it, TSMVâ€™s request to narrow and re-jig the wildlife corridor ignores our widely-
held local commitment to our wildlife neighbours. Conversation on the street or in the coffee shops
(when we could gather in such places) often refers to what's happening with Bear number such-and-
such, or what the local Elk are up to lately. There is a belovedness that the people of Canmore hold for
the wildlife that surround and, occasionally, comingle with us. Canmorites as a group are concerned
that we not do anything to further compromise the free movement of wildlife, and the TSMV proposal
does not seem to have this same depth of concern at heart.

Yes, I have read from TSMV that the Province sees no problem in the narrowing of the corridor in
some places (and I assume that they also see no problem in the steepness of slope in some parts of
what TSMV has set aside for wildlife) but frankly, I trust Canmore's Town Council to understand these
issues with greater depth than the Province does. And yes, I have read TSMV's assertion that 94% of
the traffic in our current Wildlife Corridors is human foot traffic, but this is an absolute red herring; us
humans can go pretty much anywhere we want, whereas the wildlife rely on those corridors to go
where they need to go. The needs of wildlife are far more important than the wants of us humans! I
request that you honour your own wisdom on this matter and uphold these highly-held local values,
as you consider the TSMV proposal.

My other main concern is quite different from this one. I am concerned, from a financial standpoint, of
the risks of extensive development on undermined lands. Again, I have read TSMV's reassurance that
they are required to have $5 million in coverage for the entire time of development plus two years, but
in the overall scheme of things that seems like a very minimal safeguard for a very brief period of time.
I am concerned that decades years from now, further sink-holes will develop and TSMV will be long-
gone, leaving taxpayers (Canmore Municipal and Alberta Provincial) to carry the burden of financial
compensation. I simply do not see any justification for developing on undermined land, whether TSMV
has drilled 500 bore-holes or 5000. As one of the many locals who counted Gerry Stephenson as a
friend, I recall how strenuously he outlined the dangers of development on this land and I would urge
complete rejection of any portion of the TSMV proposal that develops these unstable lands.

In general, I consider this to be an ill-advised development proposal, but my passionate objections
focus on these two issues. I appreciate the opportunity to contribute my thoughts to your
deliberations, and encourage Town Council to do everything within its power to defend the wildlife
corridors - and to simply say 'no' to development on undermined lands.
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Sincerely, Greg Wooley

--  


