
March 1, 2021 

Town of Canmore Councillors 
902 7th Avenue 
Canmore, AB 
T1W 3K1 
Phone: 403.678.1500 
Fax: 403.678.1524 

Dear Councillors, 

We are writing you to oppose the Three Sisters Mountain Village development. We do not 
believe that it reflects the Town Of Canmore’s vision (2016 version):  

Canmore is a resilient and vibrant community socially, economically, and 
environmentally. Its strength is in its resourceful and engaged citizens, 
who thrive together on the strength of the community’s heritage, long 
term commitment to the diversity of its people, and health of the 
mountain landscape.  

We are concerned that Canmore is not able to meet its vision even without accelerated 
residential growth, and that concern is more pronounced with the aggressive growth plan 
that TMSV has proposed. 

The vision as stated on the TOC website closely reflects many the reasons we moved here 
in 2012, a ‘Unique Sense of Place’; we settled in this small town, with walkability, a strong 
tie to the environment and a celebrated shared space between animals and residents. We 
quickly became engaged citizens in the community through socializing and volunteering 
in outdoor activities, the arts community, and events. Our mental health benefits greatly 
from the healthy environment. 

Despite many of the amazing experiences living here, we are more and more aware of the 
stresses of Canmore being ‘loved to death’. In order of priority, our biggest concerns with 
the proposed development are cumulative risks to 1. Sustainable environment, 2.Sense of 
Place, and 3. Services/people/affordability (we feel these overlap a lot). Extending our 
concern of the same risks with a declared climate crisis make us think that the TSMV 
development plan would distract from the effort required to be a global leader amongst 
mountain towns. 
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No one concern warrants opposition to the proposed development, rather the cumulative 
impacts over time make us opposed to the proposed development. We consider the 
following examples precursors to much bigger issues:  Liability concerns of undermined 
areas, parking problems for popular outdoor access points, congestion in town, every 
weekend starting to look like long weekends, more reports of cougar/bear/elk/sheep kills 
on the highway (Dead Mans Flats), garbage beyond service capability for waste 
management on weekends with the influx of visitors this summer, local businesses 
struggle to keep staff due to affordability (least affordable town in Alberta, 2018 CBC). We 
are worried about the animals that currently use the wildlife corridor and rest in the habitat 
“golf course that never was.” We regularly see elk resting, coyotes and wolves moving 
through that landscape. Taking away that habitat and filling it with human structures further 
stresses these animals, moving them away from these nutritive lands and leaving them 
vulnerable to stresses of finding new food sources and resting spots.

We feel the Town of Canmore should focus on a paced, sustainable growth plan, that 
incorporates the climate challenges (waste, transportation and buildings, as well as wildfire 
and flooding), follows responsible wildlife guidance (Bow Corridor Ecosystem Advisory 
Group, or current equivalent) , continues to progress affordable living initiatives, and 
stewards the 2016 Strategic plan. And lastly, we would like the Town of Canmore to 
oppose the TSMV as proposed. 

Sincerely yours, 

Michael and Jennifer d’Entremont 

  


