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Bylaws 2021-05 and 2021-06: Opposition to TSMV ASPs

Marlou de Rijk <>
Mon 2021-03-08 10:22 AM
To:  John Borrowman <John.Borrowman@canmore.ca>; Robert Seeley <rob.seeley@canmore.ca>; Jeffrey Hilstad
<Jeff.Hilstad@canmore.ca>; Esme Comfort <Esme.Comfort@canmore.ca>; Karen Marra <karen.marra@canmore.ca>; Joanna
McCallum <joanna.mccallum@canmore.ca>; Vi Sandford <vi.sandford@canmore.ca>; Council <council@canmore.ca>;
bowvalleyengage@gmail.com <bowvalleyengage@gmail.com>; Shared.MunicipalClerk <shared.MunicipalClerk@canmore.ca>

Dear Municipal Clerk,

With this letter I want to express my concerns about the latest Three Sister Mountain Village
development proposals. In my opinion, these proposals will permanently change and damage not only
Canmore and our community, but also the nature and wildlife around us. And therefore I wish these
proposals will be rejected!

Ever since I first came here two years ago, I have loved the community feeling that comes with
Canmore. A place where people know each other, where even I, fairly new as I am, almost always run
into someone I know downtown or on the trails. A place where so many different backgrounds are
bonded by the same mindset and love for this community, this valley, these mountains, our wild
neighbours and all the fun and beauty that comes with this. With a town size like this, we are able to
keep this feeling of a close community where people still care for one another and the beautiful place
we live in. If growth of the population happens or needs to happen, it should be slow. So we can
maintain this feeling of a community, welcome new people and let them become part of the Canmore
we love. With little bits of development at the time, so we can stop in time before the beauty of
Canmore disappears. Not at all like what is proposed now, by doubling the population at once!

Another things that makes Canmore such a special place are our wild neighbours! Having a town in
the middle of such an important wildlife area brings both beauty and responsibility. There is lots of
wildlife to see around here, species that you wonâ€™t encounter easily anywhere out of the Rockies.
Children grow up here with the sights of elk in their backyards. Weâ€™re rewarded with tracks and
sometimes sightings of coyotes, wolves, bears.. And to keep it that way, we have a responsibility
towards the animals we share this valley with! Like signs say throughout Canmore, we are a wild smart
community, and we all know what that means and how we can live together with wildlife. But this
responsibility goes further. It also means protecting wildlife, making sure the Bow Valley remains a
place where they can find food and shelter, migrate through, can reproduce. As it is with both
Canmore and Banff in the Bow Valley, I think we are already making life for our wild neighbours
challenging enough. So developing lands that are now used by wildlife is something that I would
prefer not to happen at all. And if it happens, it should be with a lot of care for the needs of our
wildlife. The proposed plans donâ€™t leave enough of the wildlife corridors intact for the animals who
need them to travel through. Cutting off the way between Kananaskis and the upper Bow Valley. In the
plans is proposed to build on land that was destined for Conservation of Wildlands. And a very
important underpass would be pretty much inaccessible for wildlife, or would have to move to benefit
development. This is not living together with wildlife, respecting and protecting the animals or sharing
this valley with our wild neighbours! These plans are a danger to our neighbours, neglecting the
responsibility we have towards them.

And in the bigger picture we have a responsibility towards the Yellowstone to Yukon interconnected
system of wild lands and waters. Finding out that this development plan might well cut the whole
Yellowstone to Yukon nature system in half nearly broke my heart! Animals need to be able to travel
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past Canmore to connect the southern and northern part of this interconnected system of wild lands
and waters. By developing in this area and making the passage way too narrow to be used by all
species, we might just be working towards extinction of some animals! If they wonâ€™t be able to
travel, find a new place to live, interbreed, migrate, they may not be able to keep existing. I think it is
horribly inhumane if we were so selfish to develop these internationally important areas because we
may (although I think we wouldnâ€™t) benefit from that. And with that have such a huge and
irrevocable negative impact on wildlife.

Canmore stands for being a strongly connected community, one that includes all its human
inhabitants and its wildlife. Living together, caring for each other. The proposed plans do not respect
any of the things that make Canmore what it is. And I therefore sincerely wish they will be rejected.
Together, with respect for our community of both people and animals, I am sure some development
would be possible. But let it be more carefully planned and according to what makes Canmore our
beloved Canmore.

Sincerely,

-- Marlou de Rijk   


